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far from being uſurpers, that they rule by the voluntary conſent 
of the body politic; and they are ſo far from being cruel tyrants, 


Some affirm, and perhaps very juſtly, that the Britiſh ſubjects are 
under a better civil government, than any other people in the 


between the ſituation of the fufferers in the late perſecuting | 


period, and our prefent ſituation; yea, as great a difference, as 
/ between cruel bondage and precious liberty. The queſtion with 


"-- of the late: noble army of martyrs in Scotland, it is certain, chax ky 
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INTRODUCTION. 


| Containi ng ſome things to bs carefully o he vel by 
the Reader, . 


FF, is not a ſlay iſh ſubjeckion to the deſpotic authority F 
eruel tyrants and uſurpers, which is defended in the following 
pages. Our preſent civil rulers, ſapreme and ſubordinate, are o 


that they are the guardians of our lives, liberties, and properties. 


world. And here we may obſerve, that there is a vaſt difference 


them about civil government was this, Whether a people, long 
oppreſſed with the encroachments of tyrants and uſurpers, may 
_ difown. their pretended authority; and when impoſed upon to 
acknowledge it, may rather crak to ſuffer, than to on it“? 
But the queſtion about civil government with us is this, Mie 4 
Kees, ne may diſown the authority of magiſtrates, who have long 
rotedted, and are ſtill continuing to protect, their lives an 
Rades The ſcope of the following pages is to ſhew, pr vg 
jock he FE it be farther obſerved here, that 15 i 4 m * D 
22 and an abſurd way of reaſoning, to mate the practice - 4 
che ſufferers a precedent for diſowning the preſenvrivilyoyernment.) -/ 3 if 4 
| Becauſe they diſowned the authority of rulers, whole government. > ll ; 
was e to them, can it ever follow from bence, Dy any 3 2 
of reaſon, that we may reject the authority of rulers,” whoſe govern«. -64 4 
ment is an in valuable bleſſing to us? Is there no difference between, ©” 1 
the iron rod of an opprelling and murdering tyrant, and the gente OY 1 
of a gracious prince? Whoever therefore are the ſnecellors. ©. 
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they who difown the preſent cixil 0 be tuch. , ; HP 1 2 
2. It is not an 1 mited bh Ection - to the ,preſebe' A e rappen 6 IH 1 
Which I deſign to 1 4 
_ obedience to the commands of princes: Wale be a Nef eſſig 
_ the law of Chriſt, they ought to be diſobeyed. In all „ 
Fin bave been ſacred recuſants, when the will of their per | a » 155 
en earth claſhed with the will of the higheſt Lord. W * a 5 1 
ach, and => -nego deſpiſed the menaces of king Res 


* e Las 8 page, | 17-1 


'> * L A £ oY 
by 7 Y * 
„ 7 oF 8 : 
3 7 A ? $ * 3 1 ** Nee * 
& k FX; 2 Ls way | 
3 * 'S ** „ VT, * 1 N 1” e 
Wt”! «. ' 1 1 „e 
A+. : N 14 1 * & x err * 
8 wa; ax nne 8 4 
* 8 1 wa IV N r j l Pd We" A} F F 
2 1 . £ * 1 * "EG - - * r 7 7 
8 * A 7 A 
1 * 1 > * 3% . 7 FP 1 * £ Ao of 
þ 0 7 * 
wy 3 K (S374 5 11 89 „ 3 
me » 4 @ I 7 FS o 7 
; . 1 \ 
by ©? 1 4 3 N „ = + 
= * 3 a4 


* 


„ 


— 


2 3 * a 


— * — - 
= EI 245 NS p 
B * K . RE, — 
- * * 
* + 2 a 5 


= * — 
vn." 


_ - K — . 
— ” A 

. _— QA * — 8 
2 


8 Thik obedience is due to the preſent civil 
auf commands. The reformed Preſbytery. have · taught in their 
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1 * 3 8 4988 a 4 ry 
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9 A 
Via, 


4 4 vi. \ 
* 


5 W heated Ren. fold. was before tle eyes. Be it known, 


aid they unto theg 9 hat We will not ſerve thy. gode, nor 
worſhip the gol golden image hs þ 


h. thou haſt ſet up. And when the 
Jewiſh council commanded the i BK not to ſpeak at all, nor to 


teach in the name of Jeſus, Peter and: John anſwered and faid i unto 
them, Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hear ken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. 


3. Nothing is ſaid i in, the following pa es with a deſig to favou 
the ſervile doctrine of paſſive Nang ME When gin graſp 4 


s b abſolute whe to dilpoſe of the lives and properties of their 


fubjects, , and when 055 become habitually cruel and tyrannical, 


the people who ſet them on their thrones ought to depoſe them, 
And put men in their place, who fear God, and hate eovetouſneſs. 

br ſhould bear the yoke of oppreſſion, when 
they have power to throw it off, that they ſhould remain ſlaves, | 


To teach that mank 


n they can procure their liberty by lawful means, is a doctrine 


16 8 to the natural principles of elf. ꝑreſervation, to ſeripture 
and common ſenſe, that it deſerves no refutation. 


4. The topic defended in the followin ng Theory. is preciſely, this, 


Teſtimony, and its vindications, That obedience is na dug to ſaid 


r political principles from all other Prelbyterians in Scotland. 


But if the faith of the reader, about ſubjection to civil rulers, ſtand 


not in the wiſdgm of men, but in the power of God, he will ſee, 


that the doctrine of obedience, to the preſent civil government in 
the Lord, is proven, in the following pages, beyond all reaſonable 
8 and that the doctrine of diſowning ſaid govergment, | 


in its lawful commands, is dire&ti'y oppoſite to the doctrine a 


| practice of prophets, of apoſtles, and of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


1 defy, any man to prove, either by expreſs ſeripture, or wy far 


Ai MY 3 grace may be EO, 5 all them that love our 


8 x Lord 13 Chriſt i in lincerity ; and that Chriſtians of all denomina- 
©. _ tions may embrace no princi les, however Es wah, 0 | 
55 be 2 * a 7 hus Jabs Woe ae... 
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itiſh government, in its 


e rnment in its lawful commands; and herein they g iffer . 
81 
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: and neceſſary conſequences deduced. from it, That jr is the duty of, 
Chriſtians to difown the authority of Chriſtian 51 1 under 
Whole government they enjoy their natural, civil, and religious 
ay ie and may KO a WW and peaceable life in all e 


And heeſty. 


ee do well that ye take heed, as unto a a light i] at inet W oy 2 
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Svsftert oN to the preſent Britiſh ns in things 
„ Ralh warranted by the Precepts of the Divine Law. 


O book was ever ſo much abuſed, as the volume of inſpiration: i 
Blaſphe ming Deiſts deny the divine authority of, the holy, 
oracles, and are not aſhamed to call the goſpel of Chriſt, A cun .. 
ningly ' deviſed fable. The church of Rome, which God. hath 1 


given up, in ue judgment, to W that ſhe ſhould, 4 
believe a lie, denies the perfection of holy leriptures, an q 
therefore adds unto them her unwritten traditions; and the decr : 
of Popes and Councils. Brain. ſick Quakers, and other . , 
enthuſiaſts, dream that the light within them, without, the written 4 
word, is a ſufficient rule of faith and practice. EF: 3 

Many, who profeſs to abhor theſe abuſes of the drink ward, 1 
Fa trample on its precepts, without ſname or remorſe. 

2 break the firſt commandment of the moral law, by loving _ 9 


the world more than God The ſecond, by a criminal neglect of, 

or a careleſs attendance on ſuch wen worſhip and 1 — 
as. God hath appointed in his word, — The third and gu 

profaning God's name and day, — Me the fifth, by. diſohe 
the juſt and lawful authority of parents, 4 miller 
magiſtrates. Every man hath a pope in his own heart, i, 8 
domination, but hates ſubjection, Jo bridle this domineering man os: cf 4 
of {19, the ſupreme Lawgiver ſays to children, Obey your parent: 
in the Lord ; for this is right. To ſervants,. *« Be ſubject to your” by: go 9 
maſters with all fear, not only to the © On and entle, but. allo 5 3 
the froward. | 158 church- 2 e Obey them. hat 125 1 


| Gone, „Ge. 
Lou may ſee, 3 „ at ai of cle KY Nat You: 
dle not to be directed to acts of parliament, made in, ang 

Aeon, for a folution of this queſtion,” Is it lawful 8 3 wbuts. . 
te Cæſar, or not; but to a more ſure word of; ,propliecy: 1 i 5 1 Y 
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bo E | 
but am perſuaded, that a ſuperſtitious regard to theſe hath ſeduced 
ſome ſerious people into antiſcriptural notions about obedience to 
civil rulers. The following divine precepts, underſtood in their 
plain. and obvious meaning, will reach conviction to every unpre- 
judiced mind, that obedience, in all things lawful, is due to our 
1 preſent civil rulers. 1 
95 I. Matth. xxii 21. Render therefore unto Cæſar, the 
3 things which are Cæſar's; and unto God. the things that are 
+ © God's.” The argument from this precept, for obedience to our 
preſent civil rulers, is plain. If it was the duty of the church and 
nation of the Jews to pay tribute to Cæſar, the heathen Roman 
emperor, a wicked idolater, ſurely it can never be our ſin to pay 
tribute to Chriſtian rulers: Judea- was now become a province of 
the Roman empire, being conquered by force of arms; and if 
Chriſt commanded the Jews to pay tribute to their conquerors, 
ought not we to pay tribute to thoſe who rule over us by our 
own voluntary conſent? To evade the force of the argument 
contained in this precept, ſome tells us, That Chriſt gave an 
% anſwer, which left Cæſar's claim unreſolved ; that he neither 
c expreſly ſays it is lawful or unlawful to pay it.“ Teſtimony 
of the reformed Preſbytery, page 149. This, not to call it 
Worſe, is a very unadviſed expoſition ; for, if Czfar's claim 
be unreſolved, then God's claim muſt be fo too. The arguments 
do ſupport this modern expoſition, are by no means concluſive ; 
Hike the apples of Sodom, they may pleaſe the eye, but wen 
_ | handled, moulder into duſt. The authors of this new. gloſs, 
alledge the following things in ſupport of it. 
i. That the queſtion was captious. No doubt, the queſtion 
ned at Chriſt was captious; for it was aſked, as the evangeliſt 
tells us, That they might take hold of his words,” that ſo they 
might deliver him into the power and authority of the governor. 
44. Dutic will never follow from the baſe deſign of this queſtion, that 
Christ declined to tell the truth in a matter of fin and duty. We 
find Chriſt, on another occaſion, boldly ſending a meſſage to Herod, 
and calling him a for Go tell that fox, &c.” "And, can we 
3 —- think, that, on this occafion, he was more afraid of Cæſar, than 
7.  -- his underling?. It is equal with him, who is armed with omnipo- 
tene, and whoſe kingdom rule th over all, to bridle: the roaring 
'and diſappoint the crafty fox. —Beſides this, none of his 
enemies could hurt him; till his time ſhould 'come. 'The fear of 
man, is often à fnafe to the cowardly ſons of men; but it could be 
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favourite notions. We have no authority, ſays one, 
dut a word of divine revelation, or to ſhrivel it up.” , 4A | 
pPronounced on thoſe, who either add to his words, on duniniſh | 
from them; and ſurely 
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te once diſappointed all their malicious hopes. It · ĩc granted, that 
infinite wiſdom ſhone forth, in all that Chriſt did, and ſaid, and in 
this anſwer too; but it follows not from the wiſdom of this anſwer, 


that Cæſar's claim was unreſolved : nay, if it left his claim unreſolved 
it was ſo far from having infinite wiſdom in it, that it had neither. 


the wiſdom of the ſerpent, nor the innocence of the dove. Though 
the queſtion aſked at Chriſt, was intended to enſnare him in his 
words, yet it reſpected fin and duty, which was a clear call to give 
a deciſive anſwer. Either it was lawful to pay tribute to Cæſar, or 
unlawful: If it was lawful, then, according to the new interpre- 
tation, Chriſt left the Jews at liberty to with- hold from Cæſar his 

due, or to break that precept of the divine law, which ſays, 


« Render therefore to all their dues : Tribute to whom tribute is 


& due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom.” If it was unlawful to give tribute 
unto Czar, then Chriſt left the Jews at liberty, to live in a breach 
of the divine law; for, at this time, they did pay tribute to Cæſar, as 
their whole nation had done to their Roman emperors, for many years 


palt. Therefore, if Chriſt left Cæſar's claim unreſolved, his anſwer _ 


Was far more inſnaring than the queſtion aſked at him. The queſtion 
aſked, was calculated to bring Chriſt into the puniſhing power of the 


Roman governor ; the anſwer given, was calculated to bring the 4 
Jews into the puniſhing power of IEUOVAU, while it left them te 


act as they pleaſed, in a matter of {in and duty. The Jews rendered 


evil to Chriſt, by ſeeking: to enſnare him in his words; and ac 1 
ing to their expoſition, Chriſt rendered evil to the Jews, by = 8 : 


to enſnare them in their works. 1 
I his expoſition, therefore, mult not he admitted; for it repre: 
Chriſt as rendering evil for evil, a ſin which he himſelf hath e 
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preſh forbidden. And beſides· this, it repreſents the infinitely wiſe 


Lawgiver as leaving a precept to the church, which is altogether uſe, 


leſs; an expreſs command, in which no ſin is forbidden, and 1 4 5 
do ice 


 injoned, They mult be eagle-eyed expoſitors.-indeed, w 
wiſdom, and iniinite wiſdom, in a precept of this ſort. Were 
tell a Deiſt, that when Chriſt ſays, Render therefore unto 

the things which are Cæſar's, he neither enjoins a duty, nor 
a ſin, might he not reply, That the moral ſayings of the ſeveß 

men of Greece, or the dark e ſponſes of a heathen oracle, arg 


vs 


ſhould ere to the enemies of the Lord to-blaſpheme. = 
is often ſeen, that other people, beſides Papiſts,..know how te 
make the word of God, a'nele-of-wax, and even to allow it no 
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able to this precept of the Chriſtian religion? —Alas! that Chriſhans 2 
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k. 21 avouls 23 Toon Rrjke our the ſound./as the ſenſe, and deny 
Hettzr'as deaden the ſpirit of ay verſe in the Bible. 
Ye 'To ſupport their new ſenſe, or rather, no ſenſe, of this 
ept; they tell us, © That Czfar was a proud, afpiring, idolatrous, 

„and bloody uſurper, having no other right to the moſt part of 
« his dominions, then the Lord's providential diſpoſal, which ſome- 
times makes the tabernacles of robbers to proſper ;—into whoſe 
„ hands, God bringeth abundantly.” Suppoſe this Cæſar to 
an uſurper (Which ſome have denied) as well as a proud, 
dolatrons, and bloody, man; it follows fiot from hence, that Chriſt 
toimmanded not the Jews to pay tribute to him. Nebuchadnezzar, 
the Famed king of Babylon, poſſeſſed his dominions, by the Lord's 
providential diſpoſal, as well as Czfar; he was an idolater as well 
as Ceſar, and nothing behind him' in pride: © Is not this ent 
« Babylon that I have built for the houſe. of the kingdom, by the 
e might of my power, and for the honour of my Majeſty ?” "And 
| as to cruelty, none could exceed him, © He flew their youn 
e mien with the ſword, in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had 
N % no compaſſion upon young man, nor maiden, old man, or him 
. that ſtooped for age,“ 2 Coron. xxxvi. 17,—— Now, God i 
25 * commanded Ifrael, to be ſubject to this wicked monſter; if 
Fring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and |} 
v3. | » farve him arid his people; and live, & Jer. xxvii. 12. In oppoſi- 
jon to this command, many of them went into Egypt, and died 
hure, by the ſword; by the famine, and by the peſtilence, Jeremiah 
tit. /1 7. The wickedneſs of Cæſar then, doth by no means 
rove, that'Chrift did not command the Jews to give tribute unto 
im.) The Lovd's* -providential diſpoſal, made the tabernacles of 
| | Neb hadnezzar the robber, to. proſper, as well as the tabernacles 
df Ceſar the robber. He who, for their ſins, gave Iſrael to 
Nebarhadnezzar the robber, gave the ſame rebellious peop le to 
Crlurſ the robber. And why ſhould not 155 people of God be 
jegt to robbers; in all things lawful, at God's bidding ? He 
TERS Haid, „Serve the king of Babylon, 5 "Cai alſo, „Render 
= 10 un 0 Cefar the things which are Czſar's.” | And when God; 
'S Puniſhment ' of their ſins, makes ſtrangers to rule over 
| ob#ht they not to tay, « We will bear the wn on of 
* the Lord, becauſe we have finned àgaimt him? 
get Fi ſopport their new gloſs, we are told, © That the Jews 
. KL conld not conſent to Cæſar's authority, but in expreſs contra« 
Wb diffio to bees phin and polis e aeg 1 


A Y «c Frey 1 This is 4 Wolf ungoarded aſſertion ; fer, if i true; 
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it i is true alſo, that God commanded Iſrael expreſly to contradict / 
| is "own 3 When he commanded them to bring their Hecks unden 

vote of this king of Bayblon. God gave Iſrael . Wh 
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eee 9 it is lawful or dern to pay tribute to him, is to 


E | 
know, they obſerved thoſe precepts exactly in 7 lite of Tow | 
They would have contradicted theſe precepts, if they nos | . 
one of another nation and religion to be their king; - but, it w 
eontradiction to theſe precepts, to obey heathen kings, in all 1 
lawful, when, as a juſt puniſhment of their ſins, they became. "ug 
conquered.nation, and it was not in their power to way a king ol. \ 


4 
their own nation and religion. 


We are told, . That it is violence done to the text, (a alſo. | 
be. oppolice to the ſentiments of foes eminent divines on the. p 2 


* » 
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. 
deprive the text of ſenſe altogether, which is far greater violence 


\ 
done it, than to ſay, that it contains a command to Pay. tribute. to! 
Cz fr. And, the reformed. preſbyters excepted, we know nao 
eminent divines, * nor commentators, who deny, that this text | 
contains a command to pay tribute to Cæſar; or, in · other words, 
who ſtrip it of any meaning, and fo reckon it a mere her in the 
volume of inſpiration. | | 
6. We are told,“ That the Jews did not Ames Ker text, | 
ec as a command to pay tribute to Cæſar, as would appear from , 
« Luke xxiii. 2. e found this fellow perverting the nation, ord 
« forbidding to give tribute to Ceſar.” We formerly heard of. | 
fome, eminent divines; here we have eminent divines with 
witneſs, doctors of Satan's dubbing !! Are the falſe witneſſes," the 
accuſers,.. the perverters of the words of the Lord of glory, alſb 
among the prophets! Be it ſo, that theſe wretches Aid. not under- 


| ſtand this text, as a command to pay tribute to. Cæſar, it will no 


follow, that it was not a. command. If they had any. reſpe& to 
this text, when they accuſed Chriſt, they underſtood it as a prohi- 
bition; and their commentary on it, is plainly this, tl. it Chriſt 
forbade: to give tribute to Cæſar, when he ſaid, Render — 4 


_ Unto. Cefar,: the things which are Ceſar's. Will the. refaxmed þ 


preſbytery ſubſcribe this commentary? Will they ſey, chan the 
malicious Jews ſpake the truth, when they ſaid, Ve mum this: , 
fellow 'perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute fo 1 5 
If they will not. then let them extrude the accuſers of Chriſt, -frone . 
the number of their orthodox commentator s. 5 

7. We are told, „ That this is not the only inſtance, whey 
6 our Lord, in. infinite wiſdom, declined to give direct anſwers to 
the enſnariog queſtions of his malicious enemies. John vin. 3am 12s 
« Match. xxi. 23,28. Jobs xvii. 19, 20, 21. T eſtimony,. _ 


ap 


page t 50. To this it might be ſufficient to reply, That whatever 


anſwers Chriſt gave to the epſnaring queſtions of his enemies, he 
never gave an enſnaring anſwer, an anſwer which left them 0 the. 4 
freedom of their own will, in a matter of fin andiduty; ad u, an _ 
2 858 nee, the queſtion aboyr ribute, WIG a pe * 
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of it.” But, granting that our Lord ſometimes did decline, to give 
rect anſwers to the enſnaring queſtions of his enemies, it wi 
never follow from hence, by any juſt rules of reaſoning, that he 
' declined to anſwer the captious queſtion about tribute. Nay, we 
| 305 him giving a moſt plain and determinate anſwer to as captious 
| as that about tribute could be, When Pilate aſked him, 
455 thou the king of the Jeus! — Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, 
Thou ſayc it, Mark xv. 2. And when the Scribes and Phariſees 
. * him, Art thou then the Son of God ?— And he ſai d unto them, 
| that I am. And they ſaid, What need we any further 


we take our Lord's anſwer to the queſtion about tribute, for 2 
plain and poſitive anſwer, and affirm, That this is not the only 
inſtance, where he, in infinite wiſdom, gave direct anſwers to the 

enſnaring queſtions of his malicious enemies. 
As to the inſtances alledged, for ſupporting the indeterminate 
ſenſe of the anſwer to the queſtion about tribute; it is evident, 
that in theſe inſtances, our Lord gave no dubious anſwers to the 
enſnaring queſtions of his enemies, in matters of ſin and duty, 
and therefore will never prove, that he gave a dubious anſwer to 
the queſtion about tribute. When the Scribes and Phariſees 
drought unto him the woman taken in adultery, and ſaid unto him, 
. Mofes in the lau commanded us, that ſuch ſhould be ſtoned; but what 
A. thou He did 12 ſay, You may keep, or break the law of 
in this matter, as you' pleaſe. He did not condemn the 


kingdom not being of this world. But, as the great Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, he convinced his adverſaries of ſin 5 but gave 


— - 


the doutaful:ſenſe of the anſwer. to the r abqut tribute. — 
When the chief prieſts and elders aſked 


Neither tell I you hy what autharity I do theſe things He gave no 


Sonſhip and miſſion ; for he had plainly told them, on other 
occaſions, that he was the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, 


bread, he ſhall live for euer. 
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ö 450 ? for ue ourſelves rpc heard of his own mouth. Therefore 


' woman taken in adultery, becauſe this was not his bufineſs, his | 


them no dubious, no enſnaring anſwers, in matters of {in and duty, 
And there is as little! in the other two inſtances, as in this, to ſupport 


hriſt, By what authority 
doft thou theſe things * Aud who gave thee this ther ? And 
when they would not anſwer the queſtion, which Chriſt aſked them 
about the baptiſm of John, he anſwered, not doubrfully, but plainly; 


anſwer to their queſtion at all; and therefore did not. give an G 
indeterminate. one. Nor did Chriſt by refuſmg to anſwer their 
queſtion, leave them in the dark about his authority, his divine 


Johu vi. 27. Labour for that meat which the Son of man ſhall give 
. unto you: for him hath God the Father ſealed. Ver. 51. I amabe 
diving bread which came down from heaven: i any man eat of this. 
4 2 36. Say ye of him, whom tb 
8 Father hath 2 and ſent mg 2 world, Thou Gee 1 
+. ank os 4 am the Son 7 Cad. And tough the . . 
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which Chriſt gave to the captious queſtions of the high prieſt, were 
not direct, yet there is nothing indeterwinate or dubjous | in them. 
When the high prieſt aſked, Jeſus of his diſciples, and of his doc- 
trine, Jeſus anſwered him, 7 ſake openly to the world; I ever taught 
in the ſynagogue, and in the temple, whether the Fews always reſort, 
and in pre have 1 ſaid nothing. why oſkeft thou me? aſk them whioh 
heard me, what I have ſaid unto them; behold, they know what 4 
aid. Now, tho? theſe are not direct, yet they are plain anſwers, 
There is nothing dark, or doubtful, or indeterminate in them, no 
matter of {tn or dnty left unreſolyed; and therefore can never prove, 
that Chriſt neither enjoined a duty, nor forbade a ſin, when he 
ſaid, Render therefore unto Ceſar the things which are Caſar's. 
But after all the pains the Reformed Preſbytery have been at, 
to prove that this text hath no meaning, That Chriſt neither 
expreſly ſays ĩt is lawful or unlawful to pay tribute to Cæſar; that 
it contains no command to pay tribute to Cæſar, they themſelves 
have given it a very odd ſenſe. P. 150. of their teſtimony they ſay, 
« $0, that by looking unto the divine law, which determines every 
e one's due, according to their juſt character, and of which they 
e the ſe ws] could not be ignorant, they might ſee, that he [Czar] 
„ had a juſt title to all that was due to an uſurper, idolater, and 
« murderer.” They deny that this text contains a command to 
pay tribute to Czſar, here they grant, that it contains a command 
or at leaſt an allowance to kill Cæſar. According to them the 
ſenſe of rhis text is, Render therefore unto Cæſar a halter and a 
gallows; whiich is a forbidding to give tribute to Cæſar with a 
witneſs. Did the reformed Preſbytery know, that they had born 
falſe witneſs againſt Chriſt, when this falſe interpretation dropt 
from their pen? Did they know, that they had been treading | 
in the ſame path with the accuſers of the. Lord of glory? 
If the reformed ſenſe of this text is true, the ſenſe which the 
accuſers of Chriſt put upon it, is true alſo, 2 e found this fellow, 
ſaid the accuſers of Chriſt, perverting the nation, and forbidding to 
groc tribute 10 Ceſar. And we found him, ſays the reformed _ 
Prefbytery, or at leaſt' inſinuating, that its lawfu] to kill Cæſar. 
This laſt commentary is a virtual approbation of the firſt; or that 
the Jews ipake true, when they ſaid, that Chriſt forbade to give 
rribute to Cæſar; for if he taught that it was Jawful to kill Cælar, 
He forbade to give tribute to him with a witneſs. Alas! that 
Chriſtian commentators ſhould be foimd among the falſe: witneſſes, 
who roſe up againſt Christ; and laid to his et ag that he 200 
knew not. © _- 
II. We have along warrant for ſubje@tion to the preſent can 5 
government, in all things lawful, in Rom. xiii. 1. Let euery ſoul | 
2 fubject᷑ unto the big her powers for there Fog no per bat of 
Gil, &.. Hr, faid the ſervauts of the hauſeholder, di df not thtu _ 
"ps 3 feed in " _ ? from whence th. n hath it- Fares i 
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Boꝛeſholder ſaid unto them, An enemy hath done this. When dre 
apoſtles of Chriſt ſowed the good ſeed of the word in the famous 
metropolis'of the Roman empire, Satan ſowed the tares of diſloyalty 
to civil rulers, which ſprung up almoſt as early, as the precious ſeed. 
Therefore, the deſign of the apoſtle, as all commentators have 
| 'obſerved, in this and the (ix following verſes, is to curb an evil ſpirit 
pf rebellion, which was lifting up its head in a church, whoſe faith 
was ſpoken of throughout the 4 $958 world. Commentators have 
-obſerved alfo, that the apoſtle here is exhorting the Chriſtians at 
Rome, to be ſubjeR to the Roman Emperor, and other inferior 
rulers. New, if the Holy Ghoſt commanded the. Chriſtians at 
_ Rome, whether Jews or Gentiles, to be ſubject to the heathen 
| magiſtrates, and that under the pain of damnation, ought not we 
bi to be ſuject to magiſtrates who are profeſſed, and no doubt many 
i of them true Chriſtians? This is ſo plain, that one would think a 
| man. in his right wits would not deny it. This precept, is none of 
Paul's fayings, in which are ſome things hard to be underſtood, but 
it is a plain precept, as all precepts generally are. The meaning of 
it is fo plain, that he who runs may read it. But plain as this 
precept is, a late expofitor hath rendered it truly myſterious, by 
giving it a new, and ſtrange plots. He poſitivly denies, that the 
-apoltle is here exhorting the Chriſtians at Rome to be ſubject to 
the heathen Emperor, and governors under him. He tells ns, 
That when the apoſtle. ſays, There 4s no power but of God ; the 
% pywers that be are ordained of God he certainly means, either 
«6 the office of magiſtracy in all it's different branches in the 
'« abſtract, or elſe the office filled with virtuous rulers only *. 
This Expoſition is the fruit, either of the ſtrongeſt prejudice, or 
of the molt wilfnl ignorance. Some think, it's as eaſy to ſwallow, 
_ and digeſt a camel, or to drink in the abſurd doctrine of tranſub- 
ſtantiation, as to believe the truth of faid expoſition... Nay; it is not 
credible, how Mr M<Milan, or any other man in his right mind, 
can believe it to be true. The firſt ſenſe repreſems the apoſtle as 
ſpeaking perfect jargon and nonſenſe, That the apoltle is here 
exhorting to an act of obedience cannot be diſputed; for, he expreſſy 
ſays, Let every ſhul be futyecF to the higher powers. Now, if by hz 
per, and the powers that be, are meant magiſtracy in the abſtract, 
„then the apoſtle muſt be enjoining an act of ſubjection on the 
Romans neither towards God nor man, but towards magiſtracy in 
the abſtract. And fo the apoſtle's exhortation here, and the 
motives to enforce it, might be paraphraſed thus, Let every one of 
you chriſtians, in the church of Rome, be ſubject to magiſtracy in 
the abſtract; for magiſtracy in the abſtra is ordained of God. 
Magiſtracy in the abſtract is not a terror to the good works, but to 
the evil. Magiſtracy in the abſtract is the miniſter of God. and 
deareth not the ſword in vain. Magiſtracy in the abſtract is a 
| * See Mr. M' Millan's letter to Meſſrs, Belfrage, &c. p. 38, 39. s 
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le ſaved + And for this cauſe God fhull ſend them ſtrong delujeans, 
that they. ſhould believe a lie. Bur to find the higheſt pretenders. 
among preſbyterians to orthodoxy and reformazjon,” evidently, 


E f 


revenger. Therefore pay tribute, render dues, cuſtom, ſear, 


honour, to the office of magiſtracy in all its different branches in | 


the abſtract. 5 | 

As this ſenſe is abſurd in the higheſt degree, and a manifeſt 
diſprace to a maſter in Iſrael ; ſo the other ſenſe is utterly falſe, 
viz. That the apoſtle means the office of magiſtracy filled with 
virtuous rulers, for there were no ſuch rulers in Pauls day, nor for 
three hundred years after it. That the apoſtle means the then 
heathen rulers, is unqueſtionably evident from his own words, 
The powers that be. Had he meant virtuous -rulers, he would 
certainly have ſaid, the powers that will be three hundred years 
hence. If Paul is not here exhorting the chriſtians at Rome ta 
be ſubject to the civil powers which then were, his exhortation, 
and motives to enforce it, could be of as little uſe to them, and to 
the churches of Chriſt for hundreds of years after them, as threth-. 
ing the water, or beating the air. No man can tell for what end 


the apoſtle ſays to the church of Rome, Let every ſoul of you be 
ſubject to the higher powers, if it was not to direct them, how to 
| behave towards the civil rulers, which, then were. TheſE words, 
The powers that be, are to the reformed Preſbytery as a ſerpent by 
the way, an adder in the path; that biteth the horſes heels, fo, that 


his rider ſhall fall backward. Being conſctous, that this ſerpent 
will bite without inchantment, they have carefully avoided to rouſe- 


it up. Mr. M*Millan june. hath indeed awakened this adder 'in 


the path; and as Saul of Tarſus dealt with the ſaints, hath- 


compelled it to blaſpheme, or to ſpeak words, which are a reproach 
to the wiſdom of the Spirit of inſpiration. Ta fay, that by the 
the powers that be is meant magiſtracy in the abſtract, is to make 
the Holy Ghoſt aſſert abſurdity. To ſay that virtuous. rulers are 
meant, is to make the Spirit of God maintain, that the then rulers 
were virtuous; which is a notorious falſehood. To hear the 


mother of harlots, and her deluded followers, who are drunk with 


the wine of her fornication, torturing the Scriptures, and com- 
pelling them to ſupport their doctrines of devils, is no wonder at 
all, Becauſe they received not the love of the truth, that they might 


perverting one of the plaineſt paſlages in the book of: God, is not 


only matter of wonder, but likewiſe of lamentations, of inourning, 


0 


and wo. * Hard lot, ſays one, of the ſcriptures of truth! And 


pre ſumptuous boldneſs in man! to proſtitute the ſacred oracles 


« of the eternal God, to ſupport every whim. they. take it into 
< their heads, to propagate.” - | ORE 
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III. We have a warrant for ſubjection to the preſent civik, 


government, in all things lawful, in Paul's firſt epiſtle to Timothy, 


* ehap. il, 1, 2. Here he exharta to pray. for kings, and far, all that. 
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1 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honeſty, By kings, and all that are in authority here, 
can be meant no other civil rulers but the heathen Roman Emperors, 
and their deputies; for none but theſe were in Paul's day, as we 
have already ſeen. Praying for magillrates is an act of /ubj2e710n 
to them; and if it was the duty of chriſtians in the apoſtolic age, to 
pray for pagan princes, it is evident, beyond all reaſonable contra- 
diction, that it is our duty to pray for one of the 5% proteſtant 
princes in the world. But we find the obvious meaning of this 
paſlage turned out of doors, by a member of the Reformed Preſby. 
tery, and a very odd ſenſe put in its room. Mr Thorburn, in his 
Vindiciæ Magiſtratus, P. 205. tells us, © That when Paul exhorts 
« to pray for Rings, and for all that are in authority, he enjoined 
and recommended to pray for, and with well to God's ordinance, 
ce or lauful authority.” This comment is exactly of a piece with 
Mr. MMillan's gloſs on the powers that be, by which, ſays he, 
the apoſtle certainly means magi/tracy in the abſtract. He had a 
{ſhadow of reaſon. for this gloſs, abſurd as it is; for Paul uſes the 
abſtract᷑ for the concrete, or the word powers for perſons in power. 
But Mr: Thorburn has not the ſmalleſt ſhadow of reaſon for his 
comment; for the apoſtle exhorts, that prayers be made for perſons, 
viz. for kings, and for all that are in authority, and not for God's 
ordinance, or lawful! authority, as he ſays. 
__ - Iris plain, that Mr Thorburn uſes theſe words, God" s ordinence, 
lawful authority, in an abſtract view; or, as having no reſpect to 
civil rulers in Paul's day. And ſo the meaning of the apoſtle, 
according to him, is, That the Chriſtians in. Paul's day ſhould pray 
for God's ordinance of magiſtracy in the abſfrac?, and for lawful 
authority in the ab/traf, Is there not reaſon to ſay here, The 
prophet is a fool, the ſpiritual man is mad? Strange! Has the 
ordinance of. magiſtracy in the abſtract, any need of ſupplication 
and prayers? Can magiſtracy in the abſtract be a mean of living a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty ?— Paul exhorts 
to pray for all that are in authority: but how abſurd would it be to 
ſay, the ordinance of magiſtracy in the abſtract, is in authority, or 
that lawful authority is in authority ls not a commentary of this 
fort. adapted to confirm Deiſts in their belief, that the Old and 
; 2 Teſtament is a volume of nonſenſe ; or a cunningly deviſed 
fable? l tte Falk of 1 | 
The whole word of God is of uſe to direct us in prayer; and 
the paſſage before us muſt not be excluded from being a part of our 
direction. Now, if Mr Thorburn and his brethren believe his 
gloſs, on this paſſage, to be the mind of the Holy Ghoſt in it, they 
ought to pray in publick, in the words of the apoſtle, for kings and 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable _ 
life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. And if their people be offended _ 
at them, for uſing the words of the Holy Ghoſt in prayer, the 
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may inform them, once for all, That by kings, and all that are in 

authority, they do not mean king GEORGE the Third, nor governors 
that are ſent by him, but they are praying fop, and wiſhing well to 
the ordinance of magiſtracy. If Mr. Thorburn's comment is juſt, 
that by kings the apoſtle means magiſtracy in the abſtract, then by 
all men in the preceding clauſe, he muſt not mean men, but mah d 
or human nature in the abſtract. And the primitive Chriſfiaus 
were not directed to pray and give thanks for their fellow. men, 
but for human nature in the abſtract. An odd fort of thankſgiving ! 
Whether can he mean thankſgiving for human nature in primeval 
Innocence, under reigning depravity, regenerated or glorified 2 
Beſides, how could fac a prayer, as Mr. Thorburn mentions; have 

promoted their peace? They were certainly to pray in ſuch a 


manner as that theſe who heard them might underſtand them; that 


they did not pray for the then preſent rulers, otherwiſe they were 


but deceitful jugylers.. And can Mr. 'Fharburn, or any man 


living, tell how a prayer for magiſtracy in the abſtract could promote 


their peace, when they could not pray for the then rulers? Bott 
Mr M*Millan, and Mr Thorburn make the apoftle to deliver a 


truly enfnaring precept to the primitive Chriſtians. When the 
apoſtle enjoins them to be ſubje& to the higher powers z—and to 


render ta every one their due, could ever theſe Chriftians imag 


that by every one the apoſtle meant magiftracy in the aurait As | + 
-  litcle could they imagine, that he meant rulers who ſhould live three” _ 
hundred years after. And when the apoſtle exhorts them to pray 


for all men, for kings and all in authority, could they ever imagine, 


that by all men, he meant all their fellow men; but by kings, and © | 
theſe in authority, authority 1ſelf, while he gives them not the 


remoteſt hint of it? To give them ſuch plain and explicit directions, 


and never once in all his epiſtles gives them the *teaſt hint, that 


they were not to pay tribute unto, nor to pray for the civil rulers; ' 


if this is not to make the apoſtle, or rather the Spirit of God, lay a 


trap for, and give a moſt enſnaring precept to theſe Chriſtians, 13 
know not what can be fo. I know not how men can venture 0 
publiſh ſuch nonſenſe, - They certainly know, that the urprejudiced | 
| will ſee their abſurdities; and that their digotted followers will 

fwallow any thing. If any man can ſwallow the ſenſe, which the 
reformed Preſbytery hath given of the 13th of the Romans, and - + 
other ſimilar texts, he will never ſtrain at a goats for wad is rr ws . 


fallow a camel. 


a. 


. 


ſenators wiſdom, Pſal, cv. 21, 22. — Jacob, 


of the very worſt of them. 


Tf 18 ; 


E. 
SUBJECTION 70 the preſent Britiſh Government, in things 
lawful, warranted by SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES» 


THAT the church of Chriſt, in all ages and places of the 
world, wherever God appointed the bounds of her habitation, 

was ſubject to the higher powers, and not only to the good and 
gentle; but alſo to the froward, is a truth ſo plainly revealed in 
the Volumne of God's Book, that he who runs may read it.— The 
kings of Egypt were groſs idolaters, worſhippers of bulls, rivers, 


onions, &c. and yet the church of Ged was ſubje& to them for 


ſeveral generations. Know of a ſurety, ſaid the Lord unto Abram, 
that thy feed ſhall be a firanger in a land that is not theirs, and ſhall 
ferve them, and they ſhall afflict them four hundred years, Gen. xv. 1 by 
Pious Joſeph was a fubject; yea, a prime miniſter to Pharaoh, 
and yet was blameleſs; for the Sovereign, who rules on 


high, made him lord of Pharaoh's houſe, and ruler over all his 


ſubſtance; To bind his princes at his pleaſure ; and to teach his 
| the beloved of the 
Lord, went down to Egypt with all his ſeed, well knowing that 


he and they were to be the ſubjects of heathen rulers : and yet he 
was blameleſs; for the Lord ſaid unto him, Fear nat to go down 


into Egypt, for I will there make of thee a great nation. This noble 
Patriarch, this prince, who had power with God, and prevailed, 
was ſo far from deſpiſing dominian, and ſpeaking evil of dignities, 


that he bleſſed a pagan prince. | ; 
After the reign of the judges, Iſrael had kings of their own 


nation and religion, and they were ſubject to the lawful authority 


not one of the kings of Iſrael had any meaſure of theſe qualificati- 


ons at all, —Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, their firſt king, was a ſinner 


before the Lord exceedingly; and all his ſucceſſors walked: in his 
ſteps; every one of them did evil in the ſight of Lord, But were ever 
either Iſrael or Judah reproved for obeying ſuch princes in things 
lawful? No, indeed: God frequently ſent his prophets to reprove 
them for their own idolatry, and other abominations, but never with 
a commiſſion to caſt off the lawful authority of an apoſtatizing 
Solomon, an idolatrous Jeroboam, and a devuliſh Manaſſeh.— The 


prophets, as well as the people of Iſrael and Judah, were ſubject to 
the worſt of their kings. 


Wortt Elijah girded up his loins, and ran 
before Ahab, to the entrance of Jezreel, 1 Kings xvili. 4, 6. The 


hand of the Lord was on Elijah, when he performed this act of a 


ſubjection to one of the worſt of priuces. And we dare not pre- 
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More of the kings of Judah wanted a 
competent meaſure of ſcripture qualifications than had them; and 


ſume 


Fe 


RW 
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ſume to ſay, that the ſame hand was not on the prophet Jeremiah, 
when he ſaid to a perfidious Zedekiah, O my lord the king, Let my 
 fupplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee, that thou cauſe me 
not to return to the houſe of Jonathan the ſcribe, leſt I die there. | 
Almoſt ſix hundred years revolved from the carrying away -into 
Bayblon unto Chriſt ; and during that long period, the Jews had 
no king of their own nation and religion, but were ſubject to 
heathen princes, ſuch as Nebuchadnezzar and Belſhazzar, kings of 
- Bayblon ; and Cyrus and Darius, kings of the Medes and Periians. 
It is well known what reputation Daniel and his fellows were in at 
the court of Nebuchadnezzar, and the firſt Perſian kings, and that 
other Jews under the ſucceeding ones held the higheſt poſts in the 


government.— Ezra, who was a ready ſcribe in the law of Moſes, 


was ſent by Artaxerxes king of Perſia, with a royal commiſſion 


to rectify the church and ſtate of the Jews. — Nehemiah, 
who was the royal cup-bearer in the Perſian court, was im- 


powered by the ſame prince, to go and rebuild the walls of 
Jeruſalem. —Mordecai the Jew, and prime minitter to Ahaſuerus, 
another Perſian king, Eſther v. 2, 3. 
the greatneſs of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced. him, are 


they not written in the books of the Chronicles of the kings of 


Media and Perſia? For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king 
Ahaſuerus. It is true, indeed, that the Jews after their return 
from the captiyity, were governed by their own laws, and practiſed 

their own religion, under the adminiſtration of the high prieſt, 


aſſiſted by the Sanhedrum ; yet they ſtill remained ſubject ta the 
dominion of the Perſians, as long as that empire laſted, And tho? 


it be true alſo, that the Jews caſt. off the authority of Antiochus 
Epiphanius, king of Syria, and maintained their independence, by 
force of arms, above a hundred years, under the conduct of Judas 
Macabæus, and others, yet this revolt was no act of diſobedience to 
the lawful commands of that prince, but a juſt defence of their 


Holy religion, and precious lives. This Antiochus was a. cruel | 
perſecutor of the Jews. In three days time he flew forty thouſand 


Jews, and ſold as many for ſlaves to the neighbouring nations. 
e commanded the Jews to renounce the worſhip of the true God, 


and to conform to all the rites of the Grecian idolatry, upon pain 


of death; 


When the great Teacher, ſent from God, came into the world, 
he found the church of the Jews ſubject to the heathen Roman 
emperors; and was ſo far from diſapproving their ſubjection, that 


he commanded them to pay tribute to Cæſar WIT 
More than 300 years elapſed between the death of Chriſt, and 


the reign of Conſtantine the Great, the. firlt Chriſtian Emperor; 


and during that period, the New Teſtament church was ſubject to the 
__-heathen K 
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And the declaration of 


oman emperors, and their ſubjection was warranted by. 


the law of Chriſt; Let every ſoul be ſulject to the higher benen | 
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Hiſtory gives no account, that for the ſpace of 300 years, they were 
chargeable wich a fingle act of diſobedience to theſe precepts, either 
refulmg obedience in things la wful, or diſſeminating ſeditious prin- 
ciples among their connexions. 90—_ Th | | 


recorded to direct us, how to behave towards the powers that be, 


us: for, what was written aforetime, was written fer our learning, 
on whom the ends of the world are come. | e 
The approven examples of the ſaints in ſcripture, and ſuch are 
all thoſe above-mentioned, are as much the rule of our duty, as the 
precepts of the moral law. Be followers of them, Taith the apoſtle, 
who: through fuith and patience inherit the promiſes, If it was 
lawfukfor the church, in all paſt generations, to obey the. juſt 
authority of the moſt froward kings and emperors, when God 
appointed the bounds of her habitation in their dominions, ſurely it 
muſt be lawful for us, to obey the juſt authority of a king, who is 
meek and gentle, a lover of his ſubjects, and the guardian of their 


ſectious. 


from the faith delivered unto the ſaints, in theſe precepts, and are 


the precepts of tlie divine law, are ſo plain, that their meaning is 
obvious to Chriſtians of the weakeſt abilities, to little children and 
babes, as well as to young men and fathers. Had the reformed 
Preſbytery miſtaken the meaning of ſome dark ſayings in the 
writings of the prophets and apoftles, or the import of fome pre- 
dition, wrapt up in metaphorical language, charity, which th 
nd evil, would draw a vail over ſuch a miſtake ; but when they 


Juſtly vo be blamed as unſound m.che faith. . 
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approen foor/tepr vf the flock of Chriſt, in all paſt generations. 
Ie old and new-teſtament church, as we have ſeen, were ſubject, 
far ages and generations, to far worſe princes than any of the 
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nat walking in the footſteps of the inſpired 


prophet, ſaid 30 a far worſe prince than the Britiſh monarch, U king 


— 


Rom. xiii. 1. Submit yourſelves th every ordinance of man for the 
the Lord's fake ; whether it be tothe ing as ſupreme, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 1 *. 


Surely theſe examples of the old and new teſtament church, are 


when God, in his adorable providence, gives ſtrangers to rule over 


The following conduſions are evident from the preceding 
„ hat the reformed Prefbytery are not famd. in che bv 
Their ſenſeleſs expoſition of Rom. xiii. 1. and other plain precepts 
of a ſimnilar nature, is a manifeſt token, that they have deparred 


following eunninply deviſed fables. The moſt, if not the whole, of 


- pervert the plam ſenſe of the words of the Holy Ghoſt, they are 


2. That the reformed Preſbytery are not going forth by the 


Hanoverian line, and yer were plameleſs. The ſaid Preſbytery are 
prophets, and holy 
apoſtles of the Lumb. Daniel, a man greatly beloved, and a notable | 


live for ever, Paul, who was not a whit behind the very chiefeſt 
of the apoſtles, {aid to a far worle prince than his preſent: majeſty 
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bi King George, I think myſelf happy, king Agrippa, becauſe I Hall 
= anſwer for myſelf this day before thee, And to another heathen . 


ruler he ſaid, I am net mad, maſt noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak forth the 


words of truth and ſoberneſs.—Were theſe chariots of Iſrael, and 


the horſemen thereof, now living, and hearing a reformed 


Preſbyter expreſſing his ſentiments about civil government, would 
they not fay unto him? Maſter, thus ſaying thou reproacheſt us alſo. 


Here let me aſk a reformed Preſbyter, Gall now, if there be any 


that will anſwer thee ; and to which of the ſaints wilt thou turn? 
Nay, the reformed Preſbytery are not walking in the ſteps of the 


great Shepherd and Bithop of our ſouls. Chriſt is called a ſervant 
of rulers, Ifa. xlix 9. which deſignation certainly imports his 
ſubjection to the Roman heathen rulers, in the days of his hu- 
miliation; for then there. were no other civil rulers in the land of 


Judea. That adorable perſon, by whom kings reign, and princes | 
decree juſtice, manifeſted himſelf to be a ſervant of rulers, by. 


paying tribute to Cæſar a heathen prince. When the tax- 
gatherers at Capernaum aſked Peter, Doth not your maſten pay 


tribute? “ Peter, (ſays Biſhop Hall,) as one well acquainted with 
ce the mind and practice of his maſter, anſwered Tes. There was 


6 no truer pay-maſter of the king's dues than he that was King of 


« kings. Well did Peter know, that he did not only Bee, but 


% preach tribute. When the Herodians laid twigs for him, 


« 


— 


but a civil tribute, paid to the Roman civil rulers; and therefore 


Chriſt calls them kings *. Of uhom do the kings of the earth take 
cuſtom, or tribute? Are the reformed Preſbytery then walking in 


the ſteps of the great Teacher come from God ? No indeed : their 


refuſing obedience to the preſent civil government. in things lawful, . 
is a direct contradiction to the ſupreme authority and unblemiſhed 
— FF 1 7 


* The cauſe of the Reformed Preſbytery is not helped in the leaft, by 
ſuppoſing, that the tribute, which Chriſt paid at Capernaum, was for the 
ſervice of the Banctuary. If it was ſiaful to pay tribute, for ſupporting a 
Pagan Civil government, it was no leſs ſo, to pay it, for ſupporting à church, 
that was wallawing in the mire of error, and immorality. The body of the 
Jewiſh church was at this time an evil, and adulterous generation, a gene- 
ration of vipers. The whole head was fick, and the whole heart faint. — 


Their teachers made the commandments of Gad of none effect by their 


traditions.— They taught for doctrines, the commandments of  men.— 


They ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men: they neither went in 


themſelves, neither ſuffered they them that were entring, to go in. — They 
devoured widows hovufes.—-They compaſſed ſea and land to make one 


proſelyte, and when he was made, they made him two-fold more the child ' 
Df hei than themſelvet, © * © e e eyes 34 


EPK o 


« as. ſuppoſing that ſo great a prophet would be all for the 
liberty nnd exemption of God's choſen people, he choaks them 

« with their own coin, and told them the ſtamp argued the right; 

& Give unto Ceſar the things that are Czſar's.” The tribute which 
Chriſt. paid was not, as ſome think, for the ſervice of the temple, - 
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23 Son of God. So the diſciple becomes wiſer than 
his divine Maſter, and the ſervant than his higheſt Lord! | 
3. That the reformed Preſbytery do not reduce their own 
principles to practice. In words, they refuſe all ſubjection to the 
preſent government; in deeds, they are truly loyal; for, in their 
ſeveral ſtations they ſupport government as much, by paying tribute, 
as the moſt loyal ſubjects in the nation. The reformed Preſbytery 
are ſo ſenſible of this, that in their Teſtimony, p. 199, they do not 
reſtify againſt paying tribute for the ſupport of government, but 
mw a direct and active, a free and voluntary paying of it. 
Abe loyal ſubjects of the nation are here ſuppoſed to be ſinners, 
becauſe they pay tribute in a direct and active, in a free and 
voluntary way; and the reformed Preſbytery, and their followers, 
are ſuppoſed innocent, becauſe they pay tribute, in an indiſcreet 

and innactive, in an unfree and involuntary way. This diſtinction 
Between a voluntary and involuntary way of paying tribute, is a moſt 
enſnaring one3*or to nſe the words of the reformed Prefbytery, it 
is a mere ift and artifice, and ſerves for no other purpoſe, but to 
cheat their own, and others conſciences *. If this diſtinction hath 
_ foundation in the volume of God's book, no man can be 
under any neceſſiry to ſuffer perſecution for conſcience ſake; for, 
by an indirect payment of tribute to the worſt of princes, and for 
the worſt of purpoſes, and by an involuntary obedience to their 
moſt impious commands, we may preſerve a good conſcience, and 
eſcape the rage of the enemy and avenger. wth 
If this diſtinction be juſt, Proteſtants in Poptſh countries may have 
«lawful and an eaſy way to eſcape banithment, impriſonment, or a 
eruel death: an involantary ſubjection to the idolatrous worſhip of 
the Romiſh Harlot, and involuntary prayers to angels and the 
bpleſſed Virgin, will prefeve them in the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
their lives and liberties. According to this modern rule of 
Chriſtian converſation. ' Daniel might have eſcaped the den 
of lions, by an involuntary reſtraining of prayer before God for 
thirty days. The three children might have eſcaped the fiery 
furnace, by an involuntary proſtration before Nebuchadnezzar's 
golen image. Our noble army of martyrs, in the late perſecuting 
period in Scotland, might have ſaved their lives, and preſerved a 
good conſcience” too, by an involuntary prayer for the king, as head 
of all cauſes, civil and eccleſiaſtic. Diſſoyalty to the preſent civil 
government, is, with the reformed Preſbytery, a great branch of 
reformation ; but their involuntary way of paying tribute is a dead 
Ay in this box of precious ointment, for it allows them to be loyal 
ff the paying tribute to the preſent civil government, be a fn, the beſt 
apology, which a Reformed Preſbyterian can make for paying it, may be 
expreſſed in the words of the Syrian general to the prophet Eliſha: 
4 When | bow down myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy fecvant in this thing.” 2 Kings v. 18. e 
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beyond all bounds of reaſon and religion. Were the preſent 


4 


overnment to demand a taxation for the helliſh purpoſe of rooting. 


out the Chriſtian religion in Great Britain, the Reformed Preſbytegy 
could eaſily ſhelter themſelves from ſin, under the wings of an 
indirect and involuntary payment of it, which is nothing elſe but 


an indirect, and involuntary way, of ſinning. To pay tribute to 


the preſent government muſt be either a ſin, or a duty: if a ſin, 


it ought not to be done, neither in a voluntary, nor involuntary ., 


way: if a duty, it ought to be performed with the whole heart, 
for the law of God requires no ſuch thing as an indirect, and 


involuntary performance of any duty. But abſurd and enſnaring 


as this involuntary way of paying tribute is, Mr. Thorburn, 


in his Vindicie Magiſtratus, page 213. pretends to ſupport it from 
Rom. vii. 19, 20. For the good that I would, I do not; but the evil 
which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do that I would not, it is - 

no more I that ds it, but ſin that duelleth in me. If theſe. words 


are indeed a juſt foundation, for an involuntary* way of paying 


tribute, a true Chriſtian may ſteal, commit adultery, ſwear falfly, - 
and then tell the world, that he is blameleſs ; that it is no more he 
that doth it, but ſin that dwelleth in him. And that the evil-which © 
he would not, that he did. Alas! that a teacher in Iſrael ſhould 
fo groſly pervert the words of the holy One. But if the preſent. 
civil rulers are ſo bad, in the judgment of the Reformed Preſbyteryz 
that it is a ſin to pray for them, ſurely it muſt be a fin alſo te 
ſupport them by paying tribute, either directly or indirectiy, in a 
voluntary or involuntary way. Therefore, when they inſinuate, © 
that they pay tribute in an indirect, and involuntary way, they juſt 
tell the world, that they are indirect and involuntary tranfgreſſors. 
_ Certain it is, that this indirett, and involuntary way oß ſinning, will 
meet with as little of divine approbation, as a direct, and a voluntary.  - / 
way of ſinning. If the Reformed Preſbytery, and their followers, 
acted according to their principles, they would pay no tribute at al, 


neither directly nor indirectly; but would. let a great perſon whom 
they call the robber of Chriſt, take it from them by force. | 


Our worthy anceſtors, in the late perſecuting period in Scotland, 
were not ſo well acquainted with the ſcience of metaphyſics, as their 
| ſucceſſors. They knew nothing of paying tribute in an indirect, 
and involuntary way to a prince, who was indeed a robber of Chriſt. 
They did not ſpoil themſelves of their goods with theix gn hands, 
nor with hands borrowed from their good neighbours, but they” 
were ſpoiled of their goods by the hands of the robber him{elf,- 
when taxes were demanded to ſupport an army fox ſuppreſſing the 
goſpel. They took joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, knowing in 
r themſelves that they had in heaven a better and a more enduring 
ſuhſtance. The Preſbyterian .Covenanter juſtly calls the diſtipe - 
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blaſphemous diſtinction; and an attempt to ſupport it by ſcripture 
is no leſs ſo. | | 

In the text uſed to ſupport it, the apoſtle certainly means, that 
It was remaining depravity which did that which he would not, 
and therefore Mr. Thorburn muſt mean, that it is indwelling ſin 
which makes the involuntary payment of tribute. But the fatal 
difference is, the apoſtle diſapproves of it in the ſtrongeſt manner: 
but Mr. Thorburn approves, or at leaſt excuſes. Unleſs he means, 
that the apoſtle approves, or excuſes, it is nothing to his purpole ; 
and how impious the inſinuation! KS 


4. That the reformed Preſbytery are not going forth by the 


Footſteps of the flock of Chriſt in Scotland in reforming times. — 
They would have the world believe, that they are the genuine 
ſucceſſors of our famous reformers ; but no man, who knows the 


* hiſtory of the Reformation, can believe them to be ſo. From the 


dawn of the Reformation from Popery to the Revolution, our 
worthy anceſtors were ſubject to the powers which then were, in 
all things lawful. They were ſubject to Queen Mary. a bigotted 
Papiſt, and a bloody perſecutor, till the body politic depoſed her 
from the government. They were ſubject to King James the Sixth, 
whoproved acovenant-breaker,and by ſecret fraud andopen violence, 


endeavoured to impoſe Epiſcopaſy upon them. They were ſubject 


to King Charles the firſt, who ſucceeded his father in the kingdom, 


and in all his evils, and particulary in overturning, and new- | 


modelling, the difcipline and government of the church of Scotland. 


They owned his civil authority in the ſtrongeſt terms, even when 


he was endeavouring to obtrude the Service- book upon them by 


forde of arms. They were ſubject to King Charles the Second, 


whoſe, little finger was thicker than his father's loins, and 
continued their ſubjection, till he hecame a mercileſs tyrant, and 


required it as a teſt of their loyalty, to own his ſupremacy in the 


church, as well as in the ſtate: and when a demand of this kind 


was made, it was their duty to obey God rather than man. Were 
the reformed Preſbytery, and their followers, the true ſucceſſors of 
the ancient Preſbyterians in Scotland, they weuld be ſubject to 


King George tlie third in all things lawful, and continue their 

ſubjection, till the gentle ſceptre, which he now ſways over his 

ſubjects, were exchanged for a rod of iron; or till ke demanded of 

them, as a teſt of their loyalty, an acknowledgment of his ſupremacy 

in the church, as well as in the ſtate.* | 

5. That the Reformed Preſbytery are not rendering to God, acord- 
ing to the benefit done unto them. Is it not an ineſtimable bleſſing, 
that the prefent government doth not diſturb us in the exerciſe of 


e 


„ OCbarles had been heading and havging a'cooliderable time befayethey 
rejected his authority; and there is no reaſon to think that they*would 


have rejected it, if he had not enforced the ſupremacy with death, bun 
allowed them to live, as Engliſh diſſenters do at preſents wa 
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our holy religion, nor cauſe us to ſeek the food of our ſouls at the 


peril of our lives? And is not this bleſſing from a gacious God, 
who hath the heart of the king in his hand, as the rivers of water; 


he turneth it whether-ſoever he will? Is it not matter of thank- 


fulneſs to the Father of mercies, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. under our civil rulers ? 
Why then are not ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 
of thanks, made for all men, by the Reformed Prefſbytery ? 
For kings, and for all that are in authority? Ezra was as 
ſenſible, and as zealous a reformer, as any Preſbyterian in 
Scotland can pretend to be, and we find him expreſſing the 
warmeſt gratitude to God, for the privileges, which the church 
of Iſrael enjoyed under the heathen Kings of Perſia. Ezra vii. 7. 
Bleſſed be the God of our fathers, who hath put ſuch a thing as 
this in the king's heart, to beautify the houſe of the Lord which is in | 
Feruſalem. - Chap. ix. 9. Our God hath extended mercy unto us 
in the ſight of the kings of Per ſia, to give us a reviving to ſet i the 
bouſe of our God, and to repair the deſolations thereof, and to give us 
a wall in Judah and in Jeruſalem. The practice of this inſpired 
reformer is worthy of imitation, even by a Reformed Preſbytery. 
The example of this champion for the houſe of his God 1s recorded 
for our learning, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
The peaceable poſſeſſon of our civil, and religious priviliges under 


maketh peace in thy borders. Therefore if any mag deſpiſe this 


bleſſing, he is reproved, or rather upbraided by an inſpired apoſtle, 
Rom. 11. 4. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, 


and long ſuffering ; not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee 
to repentance ? 5 as „ 
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Containing ANSWERS to ſome Os JECT IONS. 


07/1. * law of God requires Chriſtians to chaols a king 


of their own religion. Deut. xvii. 1 5. One from 


E among thy brethren ſhall thou ſet king over thee. But the king of 


% Great Britain is not a brother, or one of our religion; and there- 
« fore ſubjection to him is ſinful.” | 


Anſ. The queſtion here is not, whether we ſhould chooſe a king 


of our own religion or not; but whether it is our duty to abey the 
preſent king in things lawful, or not. It is the duty of Chriſtians 
to chooſe a king of their own religion; and to do-otherwiſe is very 
| ſinful : but it is no ſin to obey a king of a different religion 
in things lawful, when it is not in their power to chooſe a 
Fing of their own religion, as was the cafe with the primitive 


Chriſ- 


preſent government is of God. Praiſe thy God, O Zion, far he” 5 4 
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. Chriſtians, during the firſt three centuries; and the ſame is the cafe 
X with all Chriſtians in Popiſh and Pagan countries at this day. The 
| rule to direct Chriſtians how to choo/e a king, and the rule to direct 
them how to behave towards one choſen by others, are very diffe- 
rent. When they have the choice of a king, the command of 
| God is, One from among thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet king over thee, 
But when God appoints. the bounds of their hahitation in countries, 
| | where they cannot have a king of their own religion, like Iſrael in 
| in the land of the Chaldeans, or the firſt Chriſtians in the heathen 
Roman empire, then the divine command is, Let every ſoul be ſub. 
je to the higher powers: for there is no power but of Cod; the powers 
that be, are ordained of God, Rom. xiii. 1. Submit yourſelves to ever 
ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake 5 whether it be to the king, 
as ſupreme, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 13. But beſides all this, it is not true, that 
the preſent Britiſh King is not a brother, or not of our religion. He 
is a Proteſtant by profeſſion ; and his being ſo is an eſſential condition 
of government. He is a Chriſtian by profeſſion ; and charity, 
which thinketh no evil, without ſufficient evidence, will account him 
| a Chriſtian indeed. It is true, he is a profeſſed member of the 
» Epiſcopal church of England, which is a grievance to other 
Preſbyterians in Scotland, as well as to theſe called reformed ; but 
his being a member of ſaid church doth not make him a king of a 
different religion from Preſbyterians, nor deſtroy his brotherhood to 
them as a Proteſtant, and profeſſed Chriſtian. ON 
|  Objed?, 2. © We find the people of God in ſcripture refuſin 
cc ſubjection to uſurpers, idolaters, and murderers. The loyal 
4 ſubjects of King David would not ſubmit to the uſurped authority 
e of Abſalom. King Aſa degraded his mother Maacha from her 
4 royal ſtation, becauſe of her idolatry. Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, 
. and Athaliah, the wife of Jehoram, were lain, becauſe they 
ec yere idolaters and murderers.“ . | : 
Anſ. If a thouſand ſcripture examples like theſe could be ad. 
duced; they could militate nothing at all ao ſubjection to the 
preſent civil government, in matters lawful: There would be 
ſtrength in the objection, if Kin 2 the Third were an 
uſurpery an idolater, and a murderer. But if any man ſhould 
affirm; that the preſent Britiſh Monarch is an Abſalom for uſurpa- 
If tion, and a ſon of Jezebel for idolatry and murder, I would ſay of 
|: that man, he is more fit for bedlam, than to be reaſoned with. 


dect. 3. © The true Preſbyterian Covenanters in Scotland 
5 « never did, neither at, nor ſince the Revolution, acknowledge 5 
| B 4 the preſent civil government as awful.“ © | 


An. If we may believe hiſtory, it is not fact, that the true 
Preſpyterian Covenanters in Scotland did not acknowledge the civil 

government as lawful, at the Revolution. The author of the _ 

$97.0 Memoirs. of the Church of Scotland fays, page 301. To the 

s eternal honour of the wild, antimonarchial, enthu:mſtic, lanatic, * 


CIP 
« Cameronians, (as they were then called), theſe Preſbyterians 
© were the firſt men in Scotland that addreſſed, or petitioned the 


c Convention of Eſtates, to place the crown of Scotland on the 
“ head of their deliverer King WILLIAM.“ But if the objection 


were never ſo true, it contains no argument at all againſt the 


lawfulneſs of the preſent civil government, for, if no government 
muſt be acknowledged as lawful, till every male- content be pleaſed 


with it, no ſuch thing will be found in the world as a lawful 


government. Muſt obedience to government in things lawful be 


ſuſpended, till every blind, and ſelf-willed zealot acknowledge it as 
lawful? or, muſt a handful of diſſenters have a negative over a 


whole nation, in the erection of civil government? | 
Object. 4. To obey the preſent civil government in things 
« lawful, is an approbation of all the evz/s in the conſtitution.” 
Anſ. The following things impartially conſidered, will expoſe 
the weakneſs and abſurdity of this objection. (1.) That there are 


many evils in the conſtitution is confeſſed ; but that obedience in 


things lawful is an approbation of theſe evils, is denied, till it be 


proven by the law and teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. Pray, what 
neceſſary connexion is there between obedience in things lawfal, 


and an approbation of all, or any of the evils in the conſtitution? 


Any man may ſee, without the aſſiſtance of metaphyſics, that theſe 
things are as different as light and darkneſs. Would an inſpired 
prophet have exhorted Iſrael, to ſerve the heathen king of Babylon, 


IF their ſervice had been an approbation of the evils of his conſtitu- 
tion? Would an inſpired apoſtle have exhorted the primitive 


Chriſtians, to be ſubject to the heathen Roman emperors, if their 
ſubjection had been an approbation of the evils in their conſtitution? 
Did the law of God allow the ſaints of old, to make a diſtinction 


between obedience in things lawful, and an approbation of the faults 


of a conſtitution, and doth it now forbid them to make any ſuch | 
diſtinction? (2.) This objection plainly: ſuppoſes, that no ſub. 


jection is due to civil or eccleliaſtic rulers, till their conſtitution be 


without faults; and thus all human authority is caſhiered as ſinful, _ 
while the world ſtands; for, where ſhall we find a blameleſs 


conſtitution, but in that high and holy place, where JIEHOVAU 


hath his throne? Here we have an anti-government principle with a 


witneſs! And what is ſtill worſe, this objection militates againſt 
the authority of the ſupreme Lawgiver, enjoining obedience to civil 


and eccleſiaſtic rulers ; for, according to it, we muſt not obey that 
divine precept, Let every ſoul be ſubject to the hig ber powers, 
becauſe there are faults in their conſtitution. And according to 


it, we muſt not obey that divine precept, Obey them that have the 


rule oofr. eu, becauſe there are faults in their conſtitation. If che 
practice, the whole world of mankind would be a lawleſs mob, a 


great congregation of rebels againſt God and men. 


| * 


2. There 


* 


2. There are good as Sie as evil things in the conſtitution.” 
In the Coronation- oath, the king of England ſolemnly promiſes at 
his coronation, and ſwears, © That he will govern the people of 
„this kingdomof England, and the domitions therennto belonging, 
« according to the ſtatutes in parliament agreed on, and the laws 
« and cuſtoms of the ſame : That he will, to, the utmoſt of his 

« power, maintain the laws of God, the true profeſſion of the 
cc + Tote: and the Proteſtant reli * eſtabliſned by law.“ By an 
act of Union, the king of England, at his ſucceſſion to the throne, 
likewiſe takes, and Soſcribes an oath, to preſerve the Proteſtant 
| religion, and Preſbyterian church-government in Scotland. Some 
| have obſerved, that in this oath are expreſſed all the duties that a 
| monarch can owe to his people ; namely, to govern according to 
{i law ; to execute judgment in mercy ; and to maintain the eſtabliſhed 
0 religion — An obligauon on the king by oath, to preſerve 

Epiſcopal church-government in England is, no doubt, an evil in 
the conſtitution; but that this evil renders it criminal in Preſby- 
terians to obey him in things lawful, never was, and never will be 
proven by the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt. But while Preſbyteri- 
: _ . ans teſtify againſt this, and other evils, in the conſtitution, let them 
be thankful to God for the good things in it. For every good gift, 
and every perfedt gift is From, above, and cometh dun y the 
Fal her of hghts, with whom is no variableneſs, neither fhadow of 

Jang: | 
To have a. kink oblig ed by ok to maintain, to the urmoſt of 
2 his power, the laws of God, the true profeſſion of the goſpel, and 
the Proteſtant religion, vould be eſteemed an invaluable bleſſing 
from heaven by the remnant of the woman's ſeed, which keep the 

_ commandments of God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in Popiſh countries, Where the dragon is wroth with them, 
and makes war with then, by the mercileſs inquiſition, by goals 
and fetters, by the ſtrangling cord and burning pile, by the break. 
ing wheel and other helliſh engines of cruelty, Had God dealt 
"= with us as we deſerve, we had been this day, like many other 
i -Proteſtants, groanning under the iron yoke of Antichriſt, and puſfied 
by the Romith monſter, which hath two horns like a lamb, and ſpeaks 
1 as a dragon. But if any ſhovld fo far deſpiſe their own mercies, 
I as to imagine, That the evil things in the Britiſh conſtitution ſpoil 
all the good things in it, and render them of no value; the rod of 
reyproof, and not reaſoning is heir due Do ye thus reguite the Lord, 
O fovlifh people and unwiſe? is not he thy father that hath bought thee # 
| hath he nat made thee, and eſtablifhed thee? Deut. xxxii; 6 
| 0j. 5. To pray that God may bleſs our ſovereign King 
| „ GEORGE, and the apparent heir of the crown: that he may 
1 © © blaſt: all the plots, or efforts of whatever enemies, open or 
WI c ſecret, againſt, the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the throne of theſe 
HM. „ in che * of * that he aye! ve graciouy 5 
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4. 104he ligh courts of Parliament, in this + the neighbouring 
__ «: land, eng lead them to proper meaſures for the honour of Chriſt, 
* « muſt be underſtood as containing earneſt ſupplications to the 
& Lord, that he may continue and preſerve an vel wha con · 
" ſtitution. 5 
Anſ. This obje&ion i is much of a piece with the preceding, and 
what is ſaid in anſwer to it, g ſerye as an anſwer to this. But 
as arguments are never wanting to refute error, in Whatever ſhape. 
it appears, let the following things be conſidered as an anſwer to 
this objection. 1, The ſupplications in this prayer are not under- 
ſtood by the ſupplicants in the ſenſe of the objectors, nor doth the 
Hearer of prayer underſtand them in ſuch a ſenſe. 2. The ſenſe 
alledged, is neither expreſſed, nor in the leaſt inſinuated, in the 
words of this prayer; and to impoſe a ſenſe on them, which i is 
neither expreſſed nor implied, is a bearing falſe witueſs againſt our 
neighbour. 3. Praying for God's bleſſing to civil rulers, and for 
long life and proſperity to them, doth by no means imply a praying, 
at the ſame time, for a continuance of the evils in their conſtitution, 
The ſcripture tells us, that to bid a falſe teacher, - God-ſpeed, .. 
is to be partaker of his evil deeds ; but it no where tells us, that tg 
pray for the grace of God, and for long life and proſperity, even ta 
bad men, is to be partaker of their evil deeds: If a prayer by. 
God's bleſſing to civil rulers, is inſeparably connected, with a 
praying for the continuance of the evils in their conttitotion; we 
muſt not pray for them while the world ſtandeth, nor yet * 
eccleſiaſtic rulers; for there have always been evils in the conſti- 
tion of both, and will be to the end of time. Nay; according ig. 25 3 
this objection, we mult not pray for grace to ſinners, becauſe this, 
a. praying for the continuance of the reign of fin u them, Ae. v1 
mult not pray for more- grace to ſaints, becauſe this is a prayer. | + 
for the continuance of the remains of ſin in them. And for fis 
fame reaſon we mult not pray for ourſelves, whether we be ſaifits, 
or ſinners. 4. To pray for a bleſſing to civil rulers, and for long 
life and proſperity, not only to the meet and gentle, but alſo to tlie 
frouard, is warranted by ſcripture precept and example, Het, 
fihe peace of the city, ſaid Jeremiah to the captives in Babylon, and . I 
es unto the Lord for it, Jer. xxix 7 Paul exhorts, That prayer? bet. " 
made for kings, and fahall that are in authority, 1 Ti im. ii 1,2. Our w_ 
ford exhorts to b!c/5 them that curſe us, and ti pray for them which © >, 
95 po rechte us, Matth. v. 44. Nebemiali ſaid unto king Artaxerxes, 
Let the king live for ever, Neh. ii. 3. and Daniebto King Darius, + 
O king live for ever, Dan vi. 21. Did the captives in Babylon pra 
ſo the continuance of idolatry in that clty, when they. prayed fer x $2 #2 
peace to it? Did the primitive Chriſtians pray for the continuance 
pf idolatry i in the Roman empire, when they prayed for the heathen, 
Dis poke Did Nehemiah arid Panie el 1 that pr Artaxefwez * 
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1 Liſoun 7 Ring. of Britain, who. is not a Preſbyterian, anda 


lle to hes And . the diſciples of Chriſt pray for theiright rſe- 
cutors, do they-pray that their perſecuting ſpirit nray continue with 
them? Every perſon; not overwhelmed in the gulf of ſtrong preju- 
dice, will anſwer all theſe queſtions in the negative. And if theſe. 
prayers for heathen rulers were without blame in the ſight of God, 
how comes it to paſs that Preſbyterians in our day, muſt be eſteemed 
ſo criminal in praying for the bleſſing of God, and for long life aud 
proſperity, to Chriſtian rulers ? Is there an inſeparable connexion 
between men and their ſins, and between the good and evil things 
in a civil conſtitution in theſe laſt days, which was not in the 
Moſaic and apoſtolic ages: 

0j 6. The migiſters and people, whis difown the peeſent 
< civil government, ate very religions people, and this is no weak 
e argument, that they are in the right.“ 

Anſ. The example of a good man is to be followed no further; 
than it is an imitation of the example of Chriſt : Be ye followers of 
me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 1. Peter was a good 
man, and an inſpired apoſtle, and yet Paul with/ood him to his face, 
becauſe he was to be blame d. Doctrines taught by good men are to 
de rejected as reprobate ſilver, when they are not ſupported by a 
Y hus ab the Lord. To the law and to the teſtimony : if they ſpeak 
not according to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them, 
Iſa. viii. 20. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines the 
' commandittents of men. It was a good reply of Auguſtine, to a 
clamorous difputant, crying, “ Hear me, hear me:“ Nec ego et, nec 
* me, ſed ambo audiemus Chriſtum, i. e.“ J will neither hear thee, 

© nor do thon hear me; but let us both hear Chriſt.” Error 
ited over with an appearauce of truth, or dreſſed up in the gold 
ring and gay tothing of piety, is far more dangerous, than when 
it appears in its own-tattercd rags ; it is a ſnare in Mizpah, and a 
net ſpread upon Tabor, to catch the weak and unwary, though 
well-meaning Chriſtian, —There are good and bad analy the 
Reformed, as well as among other denominations. / 

05. 2. Our national and ſolemn engagements, and eſpecially 
« the National Covenant, oblige us in theſe lands to diſown the 
« authority of every. king, who is not a Preſbyterian, and a 
« Coyenanter.” | 


An. As an anſwer to this obje&tion, let the following things be 2 
attentively conſidered. 
1. There is no ſuch obligation l nor in the leaſt i in- 


ſinuated; n any one artige or ſentehce of the Covenants. If 
- theſe Coveyants had hound the Covenanters, and their poſterity, to 


3 Cove - 


E. Praying that, our dale may be directed to proper meaſures for 

omoting the glory of Chrift, is not praying for their continuance in 2 

their evils. Praying for a ſpirit of reformation to them, is not praying _ 
for Praiagiſen, nor for any other evils to be bontinned. : 
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ov ter, they would have been bonds of iniquity, as we ſhalt 
ſee immediate. | N | 5 


2. The Covenanters themſelves never underſtood their Cove- 


nants, as laying them under any ſuch engagement, as is abundantly 


evident, both from their docłrine and practice In the twenty- 
third chapter of their Confeſſion, fect. 4. they teach, „That 
* infidelity, or difference of religion, doth not make void the 


< magiſtrate's juſt and legal authority, nor free the people from | 


&« their due obedience : from which eccleſiaſtical perſons are not 


« exempted.” It is a moſt wild, and groundteſs Imagination, that 


the compilers of the Confeſſion underſtood this article, as principally 
relating to the condition of a people, emerging out of the decks 
and ſuperſtition of Paganiſm or Poprey. Did the wiſegand learned, 


and venerable aſſembly of divines, conveened at Weſtminſter, com- 
| poſe a Confeſſion, or any part of it, not for themſelves, but for a 


people beginning to renounce Pagan, or Popith idolatry? To think * 
they did fo, is a ſenſeleſs and whimſical dream, or the fruit of a 


raving imagination; for, it repreſents our Reformers as av l and 
abſurdly juggling with God and man, by confeſling the farh 
others, and not their own; yea, without telling that; 4 
or telling what they maintained as the rule of their o 
this matter; and all this under the ſolemnity of that Cayend 


in purſuance whereof the ſaid Confeſſion was compoſed and. main- 
tained *, It would be much more. honour done to the compilers of 
the Confeſſion to ſay, that they erred in this article, than toampoſe 
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ſuch an abſurd ſenſe upon it: or, as Mr. M' Millan, junr. ſays in | - | 


* of the national prejudice in favour of the doctrine of hereditary 
right to the crown.“ 5 5 5 = 


But why ſhould ſuch an extravagant and ab ſurd ſenſe be impoſed 
to.the 


on this article of the Confeſſion, a ſenſe ſo full of diſprace 
compilers of it, ſince the meaning is quite obvious fron Ubi 
and from the ſcriptures cited to prove it? The ſens of 
article may be given in the following words, That it is the-Wty 
_ Chriſtians to obey magiſtrates who are infidels, or of a Wt 


religion, in all things lawful, when there is no other, in the place F 
where God hath determined the bounds of their habitation, + 
whether it be in Britian and Ireland, or in any other place of the 


world, and when it is not in their power to have any other. This 


was the cafe with Iſrael in the Babyloniſh captivity, and in the 
reign of Ahaſuerus, when they were ſcattered. thro? an, hundred _- _. 
and ſeven and twenty provinces. It was the caſg-with.them when 
they were ſubdued by the Romans. And the ſame was the cale 


with the primitive Chrittians for more than three. hundred years. 
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Letter, page 29. The minds of our Reformers, at this early period, | © 
“ do not ſeem to have been fully emanc ipated from the bondage 
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It was not in their power to have magiſtrates of their own religion, 
there were none but heathen magiſtrates then in the world, and 
they behoved either to obey theſe in things lawful, or to go out of 
the world. — And that the Covenanters never viewed their Cove. 

nants as binding them to diſown every king in theſe lands, who is 

| not a Preſbyterian, and a Covenantor, is evident from their practice. 

3& It is an undoubted fact, that they acknowledged princes in com- 

munion with the Epiſcopal church of England, a Jong time after 
they were emerged from the darkneſs of Pagan and Popiſh idolatry. 
' 3. The Covenants did not, and could not, bind the Covenanters 
to any thing, but what they were bound to by the law of God, 
prior to their covenanting. Their Covenants bound them to 
| obſerve all the commandments of God, at all times, in all places, 

1 and in all' circumſtances of life. Now, ſince their Covenants 
f obliged them to obey all the commandments, then the two follow. 
ing, and others of a ſimilar nature, cannot be excepted : Let every 
foul be ſubject wnto the higher powers; for there is no power but 

of Cod; the powers that be, are ordained of God, Rom. xiii. 1. 

Submit Your ſelucs to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſakes 
_ whether ine to the king, as ſupreme, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 13.— Did it 
ever ente into the heads of the Covenanters that thefe, and the 
_ like precepts, were to have no reſpect to them, nor to their 

_ poſterity, if any other king ſhould fill the Britiſh throne, but a 

Preſbyterian, and a Covenanter? To ſay that the above precepts 

are not binding in theſe lands, becauſe they are Covenanted, is to 

fuay that the Covenants of our anceſtors hath made void a part of 

the eternal rule of righteonſneſs, at leaſt in Britian and Ireland, 

when any king, but a Preſbyterian and a Covenanter rules over 
them. This is a ſhameful, a ſinful, and a blaſphemous reproach 
caſt on the immutable law of JEHoyan, as if it changed with the 

* revolutions of time. If our worthy anceſtors were on the ſtage of 

time, and heard ſuch a conſtruction put on their Covenants, they 

7 would fay, Falſe witneſſes did riſe up ; they laid 19 our charge 

ing that we know not, Pſalm xxxv. 11. The precepts, 

__ enjointhg obedience to civil rulers, are not like the ceremonies * 
of the Moſaic law, which were aboliſted by the death of Chriſt, 
becauſe they were only ſhadows of good things, but they are 
binding at all times, and in all places, to the end of the world: 

they are ſome of theſe words of the Lord, which endure for ever. 
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the jau through covenanting ? Cod forbid - yea, we ſwear, that, '* 
through Chriſt, who ſtrengthneth us, we will walk in all the com- 79 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. - I am no enemy F 
to covenanting, nor have any deſign to throw duſt on our national 
vows ; but J am bold to aver, that the ſolemn Covenants of our 
noble anceſtors, which were for more than four hundred and thirty 
years after the law, could not diſanul it, that they ſhould-make the 
authority of it of none effect in any one jot or tittle, Aud they who 
think otherwiſe, may try how they will reconcile their ſentiments 
with the apoſtle's definition of the word of God, which is, that if 
liveth, and abideth for ever.  _ 9 8 
I conclude the anſwer to this objection by abſerving, that ſmce 
our Covenants oblige us to obey a king in all things lawfal, who is 
an infidel, or of a different religion, when there is no other in the | 
country where we live, and when it is not in our power to have l 
another, then they are covenant-breakers, who diſown the lawful | 
authority of the preſent Britiſh king, even tho” he were an infidel, | 
or of a different religion. And conſidering that our king is a 
Chriſtian; and, as far as I know, one of the beſt kings in the world, 
how aggravated muſt their breach of covenant be in the fight Wd 
of God? e „ ac & - 1 
Object. 8. The countenance given to the Popiſh religion by | 
© the king, and Parliment of great Britian, is a ſufficent reaſon to ih 
„ down their auh oo i IG 
An. If every act of male. adminiſteration, looſed the ſuhjects 1 
from the lawful commands of their princes, there could he no ſumm 
NF thing as loyalty in this world, but every man would be a lord, ant 
\ a law to himſelf. Are there not innumerable acts of male, adimini-— 
ſtration in every ſtate, province, and kingdom under heaven? per- 
haps it is not eaſy to determine what degree of male- adminiſtration 
w ill warrant ſubjects to caſt off the juſt authority of their civil rulers. ' 
Tho? the toleration of Popery in England is a very great evil, and 
| hath a woful tendency to promote the intereſt of the man of fin; 
yet Proteſtants are {til} in the poſſeſſion of their natural, civil, and 
religious privileges; they may worſhip God according to his own 
appointment, without diſturbance, or the leaſt dread of danger from 
the powers that be. What would Proteſtants give for theſe meſtim. 
able privileges in ſome Popiſh countries, where their lives and 
. liberties hang at the girdle of the Roman dragon, whole tender 
miercies are cruelty, and where the inquifaion is on one hand, and 
the damnation of hell on the other? And bad as the toleration f 
Popery is, it is no worſe than the countenance given hy Solomon to 
the worſhip of Aſhtoreth the goddefs of Zidonians, to Malcom the 
abomination of the Amonites, and to Chemoſh the abomination of | 
Moab.— This act of male- adminiſtration did not free the ſubjects of 
Solomon from their due obedience to him. If their obedience in 
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them of it, by his ſervants the prophets. Becauſe Solomon went 


after other gods, the Lord threatened to rend the kingdom from 


him, and to give it to his ſervant: but no threatening is denounced 


againſt his ſubjects for their obedience to his juſt and legal authority. 
00%. 9. How can Seceders reconcile their principles anent 
6e civil government, with their principle and practice, in ſeparating 
ce from an eſtabliſhed church or miniſtry, whoſe conſtitution they 
ce acknowledge to be good, and who, being Preſby e ordained, 
« are ſtill countenanced by the body of the people? If their 
c doctrine about civil government be right, then all the defections, 
« and male-adminiſtrations in the church, could never have been 


« a ground of their ſeparation from her; but on the contrary, 


& they ſhould ſtill have continued in communion with her, and 


C ſubjection to her, in matters lawful, in a way of teſtifying againſt 


bis 5g ſame; and eſſaying their reformation, by all means that 
« were habile for them.“ | : 


Anſ. If common ſenſe, and ſound reafoolkis, cannot extricate 


Secedtrs from this dilemma, they will cut their way thro? it by a 


very gentle touch of the ſword of the Spirit. And to looſe this 


apparently well-tied knot, let the following things be conſidered. 


1. The church of Scotland caſt Seceders out of her communion 
and therefore they could not continue in it, in a TY df teig 


againſt her defections. 


2. The objectors confound a civil * religious connexion, which 
are things as diſtinct as light and darkneſs. *' To be a member of 
the church, and a ſubject in the ſtate, are very different things : 
thus openly profane ſinners are ſubjects in the ſtate, but not mem- 


bers of the church. Communion with any church flows not from, 
nor hath the leaſt dependence upon loyalty. with princes ; there- 
fore to infer the neceſſity of church. fellowſhip from a dutiful obedi- 
ence to civil authority, is a falſe, and abſurd way of reaſoning, good 


for nothing, but to deceive the hearts of the ſimple, 
When any of the heathens in the Roman empire, embraced 
475 Chriſtian religion, they dropt all religious connection with the 


Pagan prieſts, and their idolatrous worſhip, and joined themſelves 
to the church of Chriſt, but they ſtill continued to be dutiful 
ſubjects in the ſtate. Now, if Seceders are inconſiſtent in their 
Principles and practice, it may be ſaid in their defence, they . are 

going forth. by the footſteps of the fiack cf Chriſt, 


4. Fellowſhip. with falſe teachers is hurtful, and often cornally . 
ruining to the fouls of. men; and therefore a religious connection 


1 | with them is prohibited: Beware of falſe prophets, which come to 


5 in ſheep's cloathing, but inwardly gre rave cning wolves. - But 
obedience to the lawful commands of princes can neither hurt, nor 


ruin the, ſouls of neu; and therefore the Chriſtians at Rome are 
1 commanded to obey the heathen emperors: Let every ſod he ſubs 
ect unto the higher powers; for there is no power but of. God. the . 15 
| N that be are ordained of Gid, "OW: 
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05. 10. The argument for ſubjection to the preſent govern- 
« ment, drawn from the -13th chapter of the Romans, is not 
« concluſive; for, how can ſuch amiable qualifications as are found 
&« in the magiſtracy, ſpoken of in this paſſage, be applied to the 
ic heathen emperors? Can the Spirit of God mean Pagan, perſe. 
te cuting, idolatrous princes, when he ſays, Rulers are not a terror 
& t9 good works, but to the evil. —He is the miniſter of God to thee 
c for good. —He is. the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath _ 
« upon him that doth ei 12 8 

Anſ. When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, 
concerning the name of the Lord, ſhe came to prove him with 
hard queſtions; and the objector is not aware, that he is proving 3 
greater than Solomon with his pretended hard queſtions, even the 
Almighty himſelf, as we ſhall ſee preſently. And as an anſwer to 
this bold interrogation, let the following things be conſidered. . , + 

1. That the firſt verſe of the 13th chapter of the Romans, 
contains a commandment to the Chriſtians at-Rome to obey magi- 
ſtrates is certain; and that there were none but heathen magiſtrates 
when they received the commandment, cannot be denied, as we 
formerly obſerveee. e 

2. Thte Spirit of God expreſly applies the characters, mentioned 
in the za and ꝗth verſes, to theſe heathen magiſtrates: for, rulern 
are not a terror to good works, &c. What rulers? None furely, - 
but theſe who are called the higher powers, and the powers that be, 
in the firſt verſe, Now, after the Spirit of God hath made-ſuch a 
plain application of theſe characters to heathen rulers, even the 
worſt of them not excepted, it is daring preſumption, in a Worm 

ſprung out of the earth, to aſk, Can the Spirit of God mean Pagan 
idolaters? The words of the apollle,. in another caſe, are very - 
applicable to the bold interrogator, ho art thou, C man, that thou 

_ Feplieſt againſt God? It is jult as criminal, to ſay to the Almighty, 

- Why ſpeakeſt thou thus? as to ſay, HYhy haſt thou made me thus? 
We are bound to believe the words of the holy One, even When 
we cannot underſtand them. 5 <A | 


= 
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4. The characters, in this paſſage, are intended to thew, what 


. Gowl's vicegerent, ought to preſerve the natural civil, and religious 
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F. Theſe 12 were partly fulfilled, in the adminiſtration 
of the hearh?n emperors; and they never were, nor will be per- 
foMy exemplified, in the adminiſtration of the beſt Chriſtian rulers. 
Tho? the heathen magiſtrates were guilty of the greateſt male- 
adminiſtration, in ſuppreſſing the Chriſtian religion by fire an& 


ſword, and fo were a terror to good works; yet they were a terror 


to the evil works of thieves, murderers, and other peſts of civil 


| ſociety: and in puniſhing theſe malefactors, according to the nature 
of their crimes, they were the miniſters of God for. good to their 


honeſt, and virtuous ſubjects. | SR” 
Experience, as well as the Spirit of inſpiration, taught Paul, that 

even a heathen ruler is the miniſter of God for good to men. A 

chief captain under Cæſar reſcued this apoſtle from the hands of 


his intended murderers; he ſet him on a horſe, gave him a numerous 


guard of hor ſes and foot, and ſent him ſafe unto Felix the gover- 


nor. Even ill princes cannot help doing a great deal of good, by 


eee, ſome degree of order and government in the world. 
ebuchadnezzar was the miniſter of God for good to men; and 
therefore compared to a tree, he leaves whereof were fair, and the 


Fruit thercof much, and in it was meat for all + the beaſts of the field 


had fhadow under it, and the firwls of the heaven dwell in the boug hs 
thereof, and all fleſh was fed of it, Dan: iv. 12. A certain orator, 


named Tertullus, ſpake the truth, whatever was his end, when he faid 
to Felix the governor, By thee we enjoy great quietneſs, and very 
worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence. —lIt is a 
maxim with ſome, and J ſee no reaſon to call in queſtion the trath 
ol it, that a bad government is better than no government. What 
would this World be without government, but a dem of dragons, 
and a mountain of prey, and men upon it like the fiſhes of the ſea; 
_ the greater being leer DOE TR” 


6. As high characters are given to heathen rulers in other 


ions of ſcripture, as to the Roman emperorSiri this. Cyrus is 

Called the Lord's anointed, and Nebuchadnezzar his -/ervant.” © Thus - 
faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right hand ] have 
Holden, to ſubdue nations before him, Iſa. xly. 1. And Iwill /end all 


the families of the north, ſaith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzat king e 


Jex. XXV. 9. of . f ye 8 . , i | eee # 2 
Obj. 11. Paul himſelf calls Nero a lion; I was delivered; 


Babylon my fervant, and I will. bring tbem ag ainſt this" land, 


& fiid he, out of the mouth of "the lion, 2 Tim. iv. 19. And 
6 how is it conſiſtent to apply to the ſame perſon theſe two con- 


> 
* 
. 
> 
« 


a lion t fliy the innocent? Is there à ſingle inſtance in all the word 
of God, where God's moral ordinance of magiltracy is exhibited 
e under the emblem of a voracious lion? nn nn 
* Letter from Stirling, p. Ss. ee 5 125 
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1 to a former objection, we had chureb;followſbis nd Alt: 
fociety. blended together; in this, the ordinance of magiſtracy and 
the magiſtrate are confounded. in like manner. The objecior ſup- 
poſes here, that his opponent cannot apply the characters in Rom. 
xiii, 1.—4. to heathen rulers, without landing himſelf in this 
abſurdity, that the word of God calls God's aral ordinance of 
magiſtracy a lion. Had the objector couſidered, that the ordinance 
of magiſtracy is one thing, and the magiſtrate another, he wauld- 
not have exhibited fo much ſophiſtical reaſoning, againſt the plain 
dictates of the: Holy Ghoſt; reaſoning which hath no other tendency, 
but to deceive. the hearts of the ſimple. —Bur as an an(wer to the 
pungent” queſtions of the objefor, let the following things be 
conlidered. 
1. It is granted. that God's mar ordinance of magiſtracy is bee 
exhibited in ſeripture under che emblem of a voracious lion, nor of 
yy other animab ranging the foreſt, and deſtroying to the ground. 
their defenceleſs prey: but the ſcripture. frequently exhibits- 
magiſtrates under ſuch emblems, when they pervert the end of 
their office, by male admiailtration. Ezekiel calls Zedekialr king 
of Judah, a profane and wicked prince, chip. xxl 25. Micah calls 
the 2 of 1ſrael, kine Baſban, chap. iv; 1. Chriſt calls Herod 
2 fer” Luke Xill. 33. Paul calls Nero, a lion, 2 Tim iv. 17. 
bis no inconſiſtence in applying ta the ſame perſon. two 
hr as oppolite as light anch -darſcne s, as heaven and hell, as 
. Chriſt : and Belial. Let the objcRor read his Bible with ſome more. 
attention, and he will find, that ſuch an application js'no-uncommone |, 
thing, Solomon applies to himſelf the oppoſite characters of 
MN —  #rifoncfr and wifhom + 1 am more brutiſh than any mem. And, 
| moreover, becauſe the preacher was wiſe, he {til} taught the people - 
knowledge: The fpoule applies to herſelf the oppolite characters 
of * {5 and. e ; 1 am black, but comely. Paul applies w. 

himſelf the oppoſite characters of en — ſtrength ; When 
2 weak, then am 1 pe : Peter is deſcrived both as a #evil 1 
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? the ſcripture applies very oppoſite characteys to the ſame perſon; and 
8 khat there 1 is neuher incgnſiltence, nor contradiction, in the applica- 

tion: and there is juſt as little incomliſtence in the word of God when 3 

it applies to she magilirate, whether he be a heathen or a Chrittian, 

ele two very oppolite characters, a lion to {lay the innocent, ane 

1 45 171 ter ny for 8 men. Ner Oy, aud, other heathen 3 
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or has not his ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good 


« that 1 de from my 
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the | blood of the faints. The character of the miniſters of God 
for good to men, was due to them, when they puniſhed evil doers, 
ſuch as the tho thief. and the murderer, as was formerly obferved. 
Saul deſerved the character of the hon, When he flew in one day 
fourfcore and five perſons that did wear a linen ephod. But the 
the character of the miniſter of God for good to Iſrael, was ap- 
plicable to him, when ' be fought againſt, and ſubdued their 
enemies. —David was one of the beſt of kings, a miniffer vf God 
for good to men, but he deſerved the char of a fie ranging 


_ the foreſt, and deſtroying to the ground the defenceleſs prey, when 


he put che Ammoiiites under ſaws; and under harrews of iron, and 


under axes of iron, and made them paſs through the brick-Riln.— 


Im a word, when the magiſtrate perverts the end of his office, by 2 
cppreſfing his ſubjects, he is juſtly called a fron ; and when he 


ecxecutes juſtice and judgment, when. he defends, the poor and: 


fatherlefs, and doth jaftice to the afflicted and needy, be js is no leſs 
juſtly denominated, the miniſter of God for good to men. There 
132 mixture bf good and evil in the actions of all men; and there 
neither is, nor can be a contradiction, in applymg to the ſame per- 


ſon a diſgraceful dame, when he doth evil, and a good name, 


when he doth good; for fuch an aun 18 nothing Ee but a 
dtenominatton given to man, acc. to his works. The man, 
therefore, Who fees a conttadichon, in applying two oppoſite | 
characters to the ſamè perſon, either looks through a falſe medium, 
and evil. 
055. 12. „ The king of Great Britaio, &c. is an Eraſtian king.” 


25 That is, the ſupreme judge in the church, as well as in the ſtate. 


An. The king has too much power in ckurch. matters, but it is 


not true, that his power in them is ſupreme. The oath of allegi - 


ance, acknowledging the ne of king Charles II. and of his 
ſucceſſors, over Ki perſons, and in all cauſes, was reſcinded at the 
Happy Revolution in 1688, boch by the Engliſh, and Scotch parlia- 
ment. The Eugliſn parliament abrogated dite oaths of allegiance; 


and ſupremacy, which had bern ſworn to the late king, and framed 


the two following gaths, to be taken inſteatl of them 
„ 1 4. B. do fincerely prorniſe and wear, that 1 be. be faithful, 


„ and bear true allegiance to their Mazeſties King Wikia and 


% Queen Mxxy. 80 help me GOD - I A. B. do wear, 
rt abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as impious 
&« and heretical, this damnable doctrine and poſition, that Princes 
% excommunitared or deprived by the Pope, or any ambority of 
«« the See of Rome, may be depoſed, or murdered by the ſubjects, 0 

Aud 1 00 declare, that no foreign | 


„er authority, 85 
me, GD. 
$M 3 


* ö 
4 


1 1 * 


© The Lords and Commons, aſſembled at Weſtminſter, ordered 


ce this deed to be in ns in parchment, inrolled among the rolls 
« of parliament, and recorded in Chancery $.'? And 5 ** the 
6 . — of Eſtates in Scotland were turned int a parliament, 


6 they reſcinded the act of parliament in 1669, which een Oh: 


« the king's unlimited ſupremacy over the church 4.7 
Obj. 13. It is evident from Hoſ. viii. 4. that ſubjection is not 
« due to the. preſent civil government. They bave ſet up kings, 
* but not by me: they have mad princes, and 4 knew it u . 
Anſ. The ſhadow of an argument is not in this verſe, 2gainſt 
ſubjection to the preſent civil government jn its law ful commands. 


Iſrael is blamed here, not far 4ubmitting to the lawful authority of 
their civil rulers, but for not aſking counſel at the' mouth of the 
God, ſays Mr. Henry, when they rejected other, in Who the 


Lord, when they (et them up. They ſet up 
Lord was their King ; and when they revolted from the houſe of 


David. They made princes, and J knew it not; i. e. I knew it 


not from them, they did not aſk counſel at my wouth; as 


Mr. Henry alſo obſerves. If there be any argument in this verſe; 


againſt ſubjection to the preſent civil governmefit, it muſt be framed 


thus: The nation did not aſk counſel at the mouth of the Lord; 


in the erection of it; and therefore ſubjection to it is ſinful.—: 
If this reaſoning be juli, it will be very difficult, or rather inpoſhble, 
ever to find civil authority upon earth, to which any ſubjeQion is 


que. Very few of mankind ſet the Lord hefore them in the choice © 
of their magiſtrates. There never was a nation, and never will be, 
till the glory of the latter days come, of which the Lord may not 


juſtly Gy, They baue ſet up kings, but not hy me + they bave made 


upon the pious regard of the 
we muſt with-hold Cubjection, until we know the ſecrets of 


bearts of men, or Whether they ſincerely acknowledged the Lord : 
and thus a dutiful ohedience, even to the beit of kings ang erbe, 


is rendered impellble. 
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princes, and I bnew it not. If ſuhjection 10 magiſtrates depends 5 | 
people to Gad, in ſetting them . 
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0% 14. © The principles of $eceders are diſoyal ene 1 
<« and mare inimical to the preſent royal family, than the pri- 
FL kn angel the Old Diſlenters. The prigciple of che Scgeſſion 
males the right of rigces to the throne, to hinge purely. upon — | 
„the fluctuating voice of a majority; and hows 'a majority, 
< inclining to do fb, a lawful power to degrade the prince, without 
any cauſe of affence given by him i —a power at pleaſure, 1 
% anton) to pluck the prince from his be and to exalt he 
"0p — of men unto gt. Had tne N e e to the Britili! 
i. „ * chrops, +." 
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. ®. ] | 
throne; in his late unſuccefsful attempt, in the year 1745, been 
fo fortunate, as to have procured a majcrity of voices, in the 
% Britiſh dominions, in favours of his claim to the throne; then, 

according to the principles of the Seceſſion, he would have been 
the only lawful prince; and the houſe of Hanover, with the 
reigning. prince, muſt have been ſtripped of all right to that 
throne t— And Seceders themſelves would be heard to join the 
* falutation of the great body, Gop /e the new King“. 


Anſ. Let the following things be conſidered as an anſwer to this 


objection. 1. It contains much accuſation, but nothing of argumen- 
tation, Duſt is thrown again the men, but nothing faid againſt 
their cauſe. The objection is calculate to provoke, and gives occaſion 


for ſeverity ; but the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. 2. It 


is true, that Seceders allow the majority of a nation a right. to 
chooſe their. princes, and they are riot aſhamed. that this 1s their 
principle. But it is a falſe accufation, ** That their principle allows 
%% a majority a lawful power, to degrade a prince without a cauſe, 
to pluck him wantonly from his throne, and to exalt the baſeſt 
© of men unto it.“ I doubt nuich, if the objector himſelf believes 
this accuſation to be true. The ground of the doubt is, that 


neither he, nor any other inan. can produce a ſingle ſentence, in all 
the publications of the Seceſſion, where ſach doctrine is taught, 
either in expreſs words, or by fair conſequence. If there be a 
5 ſecond edition of the Letter from Sirling, it is expected, that the 
author will either cancel this accuſation againſt Seceders, or direct 
the reader where to find a proof. 3. Perhaps it is not eaſy to tell, 
What Seceders would do, in the caſe ſuppoſed ; bur it is not very 
likely, that they would be very forward, in joining the great 


body, and in ſaying, God ſave the new king. Inſtead. of ſuppoſing, 


that they would be fo very fond of a'Popith priuce, may we not 


charitably think, that they would bewail the unhappy. change; 
that they would ſympathize with their degraded ſovereign, and 


* 


: pray, that God would reſtore him, and their judges as at the firſt, 


and their counſellors as at the beginning. Charity is kind. —ls 


vot eaſily: provoked. — Thinketh no evil. 4. If the moit High, 
Who raleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth it to whomſoever 
he will, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of men , ſhould give a 
popiſh ſtranger to rule in theſe iſles of the ſea, I aſk our Reformed 
Br 4 That precept of the divine law, would Seceders break, 
in being ſubject to that ranger, in all things lawful ? * There may 


rethren, 


<« be cafes, ſaid a very ſenſihle Covenanter, wherein it is lawful 
< for a people to yield ſubjection to a lawleſs tyrant, Men groan- 
„ing under his over-pawering vols under which. they muſt 
«« patiently bear the indignation of the 


Belfrage, & es p-, 20s - | 


Letter from Stirling to Hefen 
F Dan, iv, 17. 


8 Lord, until he ariſe, and 
 « plead his own cauſe, and execute judgment in the earth; umil 


* 


0. 15.“ Ihe parliament of Scotland did enact, ordain, and 
cc declare, That before the king's. majeſty, who now is, or any of 
« his ſucceſſors, ſhall be admitted to the exerciſe of his royal power, 
« he ſhall declare by his ſolemn oath, under his hand and ſeal, mn 


this objection. 1. The above act of parliament was very proper 
at that time, when Charles I. was graſping at arbitrary power, 
and claiming it as a prerogative of the crown, to model the govern- 


to be, a material allowance of the National. and of the Solemn 
5 League and Covenant When the king of Great Britain, &c. 


| « true profeſſion 'of the goſpel; and the Proteſtant” religion 
© eſtabliſhed by law.” The reader will find a fuller reply M9” 
this objection, by looking to the Ith objection, and the er 5 
, GAR It.” 


« and inveſtiture of Bw authority over a Chriſtian people. 5 
« tions required in the word of God, and Wenger ſaſesten is 


an ſuch thing as a lawful ſovereign in this world, Is any 
% mere man perfectly endued with what the precept requires? or 
4 js he fully able to keep the commands of God in this life? If not, 


2 * Hind ie Leih. 2905 "or. add edge. . 
9 + Charles I. & Il. Parl. 3. Seſl. 2. 4a 16. Ax Bin re. nh, 1649. 


3. 


which time they muſt kiſs the rod, as in the hand of God, * 
own and adore the holine(s and ſovereignty of that prov idence, 
which hath ſubjected them under ſuch a ſlavery.” * 


cc allowance of the National Covenant, and of the Solemn Lea 
« and Covenant, and obligation to proſecute the ends there 
6% No Britiſh king ſince the Revolution, has come under the above 
« obligation; and therefore dan oa, even in * lawful, 
cc - ought not to be given.“ | 
An, Let the following things be conſidered as an anſwer to 


ment of the church as he pleaſed. No Britiſh king, ſince the 
Revolution, hath had; or ever claimed any ſuch power. 2. The 
end of the National, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, was 
to preſerve our religious and civil privileges. The Britiſh king 
is obliged by oath to preſerve theſe privileges; which I take 


Is crowned, He folemnly promiſes, and ſwears, that he will, 
to the utmoſt of his power, maintain the laws of God, the 


00. 16. A due meafure of thoſe qualifications which God. 
ca requires in his word, are eſſentially necellary to the conſtitution | 


4 The Britith: magiſtrates *have- not the due meaſure of qu2lifica- , 


« not due to them.“ e 
If a due mesure 9 thoſe ane reauigyd in de 
e God. „ be eſſentially neceflary to the being of a W 

15 magiſtrate over any people; there never was, nor ever can be 


60 50 can he Pa] * a due . in dhe oY of God's 
e lan 


Þ: 


* 1 


* * . 132. beer the foot. e e 


they had found this weapon to be unfit for their purpoſe, they have 
throw it away, and taken to themſelves the carnal weapons of 


- L 4a 7 Fe 
ec law, of the-qualifications which it requires ?” he meaſure. 


of qualifications required of Chriſtian magiſtrates, and*people/ in 


the word of God, is a perfect meaſure. * The imperfect ſervices of 
Cliriftians are accepted in the Beloved ; but the law requires 
nothing leſs than perfection: Be ye therefore per fed?, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect. But perhaps we are doing 


the Reformed Preſbytery injuſtice here; for by a due meaſure, 


they do not mean a perfect meaſure of ſcripture. qualifications, but 
fome meaſure of them. This is their meaning, for they ſay, 
6 Theſe alone, according to Scripture, are magiſtrates of God's 
6% inſtitution, who are in ſome meaſure: poſſeſſed of theſe qualifica- 
“ tions.” T And who ever denied, that | Chriſtian magiſtrates 
ſhould be poſſeſſed of fome meaſure of ſcriptural qualifications ? 
The Reformed Preſbytery will never be able to prove, that the 


ome magiſtrateshave not ſome meaſure of ſcriptural qualifications, 


o people was ever ſo ſenſeleſs, as to put the reins of civil govern. 
ment into the hands of idiots, or bedlamites, „ 


nr. 


Wherein is ſhewed, that the RxroUEDO PRESBYTERY 


defend their Cauſe by Falſe Accuſations. 


the /word of the Spirit, which is the word of God ; but, as if 


1 
* 
®. 


ander and falſebood. In their Teſtimony, they teſtify againſt 


the Aſſociate Preſpytery, for error in doctrine, treachery in covenant, 


rtiality and tyranny in diſcipline and government, for corruption 


in worſhip, and for barefacedly bens, the ſcriptures of truth. 


Teſtimony, page 112, 158, 136. They repreſent Seceders as 
maintaining, thar the people, without regard to ſcripture qualifica- 

tons, have an eſſential right to chooſe whom they - we. to the 
exercils of civil government ;— as allowing civil ſociety a negative 


over the ſupreme Law-giver : —as exalting the will and inclination 


cf the: creature above the will of the Creator, which js the very 


definition of ſin : Telt. page 116, 118. And Mr. Thorburn, in his 


Viudiciæ, page. 21. repreſents Seceders gas preferring the law af 
pature to divine revelation, making the one an upalterable, eternal 


ſtandard of morality, aud the other a vielable mutable kind of ching. 


„A Review of the Anti rnment Scheme, p. 29. near the foot. 1 

+. Te r 2. to ks, 
1 1 3s no new thing for diſputers to walk in flanders; to revile an 
antagoniſt, when they hare nothing to ſay againk higprguments; t9 thro s 


e 

In def Do Nes witneſſes ſhall every word be eſtabliſned. 
And WRA Foes the Reformed Preſbtery bring, to aſcertain the 
truth ef fl” Ser imiial libel, which they have put into the hands 

of che Seceders? Why, ſay they, the Seceders are ſubject to the 
Britiſh government in things lawful, A mighty -proof indeed | 
but mighty as it is, it is good for Seceders that it hath been tried, 
and caſt long ago, at the bar of ſcripture, and by the n ex · 
ample of the faints in the ages that are paſt 

If the above black catalogue of crimes and errors are the dei 
able conſequence of obedience to the lawful commands of the pr 
ſene Britiſh government, then the Old. Teſtament ſaints were ns. 
of them; for they obeyed the lawful commands of the heathen ings 
of Babylon, of Media, and Perſia. The primitive Chriſtians were 
guilty of chem, for they obeyed the lawful commands of heathen 
emperors for the ſpace of three hundred years. All the Proteſtant 
churches at this day are guilty of them, except the Reformed 
Preſbytery and their, e Nay, I may add here, that, if the 
above crimes and errors are the neceſlary conſequences of the a 
of Seceders, our Lord himſelf would have ben guilty of them, for 
its beyond all doubt, that he performed an act af obedience to 
Cæſar, when he paid him tribute. It is ſubmitted. here to e 
unpredjudiced reader, if the Reformed Preſbytery has not br 
a falſe accuſation, hot only againſt Seceders, hut likewiſe, _ 
Od. Teſtament ſaints; againſt New-Teſtament ſamts in unn, 
times; againſt all the ſaints now on the face of the whole ear 
themſelves and their followers excepted ; and Laut be [adore 
Authet of te ä gn: PR. 3 W- 
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_ ſome Pa ſages of the Holy Scriptares., , 3 : | 
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HE following quotations from their Teſtimony, plal 
that in ſeveral inſtances they have erred, not 2 ne 
ſcriptures, and that che armour of truth has not been on the, bake © 
hagd and on the left. 
1. They fay, “ That the word of God acknowledges ! David the 
rightful-ſovereign over all Iſrael for the ſpace of forty! years. "ys 
ros or proof of this aſſertion, they cite 1 Chron, xxix; 26, 
«+ Thus David the fon of 1 eſſe W over * . Ad 


i. 
; NM 
. 97 
x (oP * 4 * ng. Th t 


Ln * uam. i 3 of thatids thy eue Trek arts ay tk, tix we 172 

Hurry of n diſpute, but they will eicher be matter of repentance, wi - My v 
race of God; or of reproach, without it. Such methode are always the _ 
candil of a geod' cavie, and a dead weight to à * * N * * 
Uthe tuin, or capable of doing it good, „ WES: | 
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time that he reigned over Iſrael, was forty years; ſeven years 


reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three yearsTeignet he in 


| 3 The above aſſertion has not the ſmalleſt countenance 
. from this, nor any other paſſage in the word of God. 5 


-* ” 


are fald, in the verſes quoted, concerning the reigu of Davi 

1. That he reigned over all Iſrael. And the time that he reigned 
over all Iſrael, was not. for the ſpace of forty, but of three and 
thirty years, as we will ſee preſently. 2. It is ſaid, The time that 
he reigned over Iſrael, not over ALL Iſrael, was forty years, 
i. e. forty years elapſed from the bepinming; to the concluſion of his 


| reign: 3. The reign of David is divided here into two periods. 


« Seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years 
reigned he in Jeruſalem.” Now, if we compare this portion of 
ſcriprare, with 2 Sam v. 4, 5. we will find the truth to be, not 
by That the word of God acknowledges David rhe rightful ſove- 
« reigy over ALL Iſrael, for the ſpace of forty years; but that 
it acknowledges him the rightful ſovereign over the tribe of 


| Judah for the ſpace of ſeven years, and the rightful ſovereign 


over al} the tribes of Iſrael, for the ſpace of three and thirty years. 
David was thirty years oid when he began to reipn, and he reigned 


forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah ſeven years and ſix 
months; and in Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three years over all 
Iſrael and Judah. Little as the word ALL L is, it ſhould nat be added 


to the words of God. © Add thou not unto his words, l-aſt-he re- 
prove thee, and thou be found a liar.” It will not help the Reformed 
reſbytery to ſay here, That David was anointed to the kingdom 
by Samuel, and fo was rightful ſovereign over all Iſrael, for the 
ſpace of forty years; for in their Teſt, p. 144. they grant, © That 
God has lodged this power in .the people, of conveying the 


e right of civil authority to their magiftrates.” How then, upon 


their own principles, could Dayid be a rightful ſovereign over 


| Ifradl, ſeven years before they chofe him to be their ſovereigu? 
In defending a bad cauſe, that ſaying is often fulfilled, * The legs 


« of,che lame are not equal.” 


« 


. They ſay, + That Dayid was wholly ejefted, both out of 
the hearts and territories of Israel; and not only the throne, but 


ic the will and conſent of the people given up to Abſalom,” * As 


a proof of this faying, they quote five chapters in the d Book o 


Samuel, chap xv. XVI. xvii. Xvi. xx. A large proof indeed fora 
ſingle ſentence !'But large 'as it is, the above faying is not 5 
by it. I cannot believe, © That David was wholly ejected out of 
„ the hearts of Iſrael,” when I read in the 15th chapter, Fhat 


David, in his flight from Jerulalem, had ſix hundred men with him, 
and mukitudes of country people. Theſe were ſuch hearty friends 


to David,” that they wept with a_ loud voice. And we cannot 
ſuppoſe it to be true of all Abſalom's followers, © That David 
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. 6 1. 
&« was wholly ejected out of their hearts, With Abſalom went 
two hundred men out of Jeruſalem, that were called, and they 
went in their ſimplicity, and they knew not any thing. I cannot 
believe, „That David was wholly ejected out of the territofies of 
« [ſrael ;”” when I read in the fyth chapter, That when David 
fled from Abſalom, he came to Mahanaim. Mahanaim was not 


without the territories of Iſrael. It was a city of Iſrael, on the 


eaſt of Jordan, given by the tribe of Gad to the Levites of the 
family of Merari, Joſh. xxi. 38. I cannot believe, | hat not 
% only the throne, but the will and conſent of the people, was 
e given up to Abſalom ;* when I read in the 28th chapter, That 


David was on the head of an armed hoſt, conſiſting of hundreds, 
and thouſands. But perhaps it will be. ſaid here, That we have 
ſet up, and are fighting with a man of ſtraw ; that the Reformed | 


Preſbytery never meant to teach, that David had no hearty friends 
and followers in Iſrael; but that the throne: was given up. to 
Abſalom, by the will and conſent of the majority of Iſrael. If this 
be their ſentiment, ſome other proof mult be brought to ſupport it, 
than the hiſtory of Abſalem's rebellion. It is neither exprelled, 


nor implied, in any part of that hiſtory, that the majority of Iſrael 
was in the intereſt of Abſalom. The conſpiracy indeed was ſtrong, 
for the people increaſed continually with Abſalom, chap. xv. 12. 
Twenty thouſand of the conſpirators were ſlain in the wood of 
Ephraim, "chap. xviii. 6, 7. Theſe texts intimate, that great 
numbers were in Abſalom's intereſt, but not, that the majority of 


Iſrael was in it. The word ALL, is applied to the followers of 


Abſalom. Abfalom paſſed over Fordan, he and ALL the men of Iſrael 
with him, chap, xvii. 24 But if this word ALL, proves, that 
m had the majority; it will prove, that David had it alfo: 
and certainly each of them could not have it. The king paſſed over 


Abſatoni h 


the bro Kidron, and ALL the people paſſed over towark the way 5 
the wilderneſs, chap. xv. 23. Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſaying, Aſſbon as ye hear the ſound of the trumpet, 
then ye all ſay, "Abſalom reigneth in Hebron. Theſe words imply, 
not that the uſurper obtained the will and conſent of the majority to 
reign ; but that he left no ſtone unturned to obtain it. The counſel 


of Huſhai was not followed, That all Ißrael be generally gathered 


unto Abſalom, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, as the ſand that it by 
the ſea ſhore for multitude. From this it is evident to a demonſtra- 
tion, that the throne was not given to Abſalom, by the will and 


conſent of the majar part of I{fae]l.—The will and conſent of tl. 


majority was not aſked, and therefore could not be gwen...” 
3. I hey ſay, „ Adonjjah had obtained the aſcendency, both in 


, reſpect of actual poſſeſſion,” and the inclination and conſent of the 


-6+ majority of the nation; the conſent was general.“ As a proof 
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 ,, tor ſafety to the horns of the altar. * . 


"#1 
cltap. ii: 15. A ſimple reading of theſe verſes may eonvince any 
man of common ſenſe, that the above aſſertion is utterly falſe, 
Adonijab exalted himſelf, ſaying, I will be king and he prepared 


him chariots and horſemen, and fifty men to run before him, ver. 5. 
He exalted hinſfelf, and doth it follow from this, that he was exalted 


by the majority of the nation? Were his horſemen, and his fifty 
men running before him, the major- part of the many thouſands of 
Iſrael? He conferred with Joab the ſon of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar 
rie prieſt « and they following Adonij ah, helped him, ver. 7. Was 
the help of two traitors, the help of the majority of the nation? 
Adonizah ſlew ſheep and oxen, and fat cattle, by the ſtone of Zoheleth, 
which it by En-rogel, and called all his brethren the king's ſons, 
and all the-men of Judah the king's ſervants, ver. 9. All the men 
of Judah, muſt be underſtood of the great men of Judah, as is 
evident from their being called, the king's ſervants. It would be 
ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that Adonijah invited all the inhabitants of 
udah to an entertainment at En-rogel. And this word ALL, muſt 


be taken in a limited ſenſe, even as to the great men of Judah, | 


the king's ſervants, as we learn from ver. 10. But Nathan the 
prephet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brether 


e called not. Adenijah reigneth, ver. 18. They eat and drink 


before him, and ſay, Ond ſave king Adonijah! By whoſe conſent 


did he 8 Not by the conſent of the majority of the nation, 
but of a few aſpiring accomplices, carouſing at their cups, and 


withing him an happy reign. Thou knoweſt that the kingdom was 


mine, (aid Adonijah to Bath-ſheba, and that all 1/rael ſet their faces 
on me, that 1 ſhould reign: howbert therkingdym is turned about, and 


/ 
f ” 


is become my brethers: for it was his from the Lord, chap. ii. 15. 


Adonijah being a party, too much credit ſnould not be given to his 


teſtimony. He that is firſt in his own cauſe, ſeemeth juſt + but his 
neighbonr cometh; and ſearcheth him out. Adonijah ſpake not the 


truth, ſays Mr Henry, for the faces only of a few of Iſrael were 
on him. It will not kelp the Reforme 


n. | Preſbytery, to ſay here, 
That the people in general expected, that Adonijah would ſucceed 
his father in the kingdom, becaufe he was his eldeſt. ſon then alive ; 


| for tho" it ſhould be granted, that this general expektation was 
among the people, yet it doth: not 5.4 6b from any part of the 


hiſtory of Adonijah's confpiracy, that he had the actual poſſeſſion of 
the throne, by the conſent of the majority ; nay we have.no ground. 


tq think, that their conſent was ever aſked. If Adonijah reigned 


by the inclinations and conſent of the generality, how came he and 
| his company at-En-rogel, to run away like men aſhamed, and 
 confournged, when they heard that Solomon fat on the throne of 
the kingdom? 1 Kings i. 4, 9. How came Joab, a man of courage 
aud reſolution, ſo quickly to deſert the cauſe of his new maſter? 


If a majority only of the forces of Iſrael had been in the iatereſt of 


4. They 


*. 


F 
4. They fay, « That David, in expectation of the Lord's 
e promiſe, reſiſted Saul as an unjuſt uſurper,” * No ſcripture i; 
cited for proof of this ſaying ; it is a ſpurious brat, but not laid 
down at the door of the ſanctuary. Saul was not an unjuſt uſurper. 
He did not climb to the kingdom by force, or fraud, but found it, 
when he was ſeeking his father's aſſes, 1 Sam. ix. 10, 11. He was 
guilty of ſeveral acts of male-adminiſtration, but not of uſurpation ; 
and therefore David could not reſiſt him as an uſurper. From the 
time that Samuel anointed David to be king, to the day of Saul's 
death, we have not one inſtance of his reſiſting Saul as an uſurper, 
but many inſtances to the contrary. Who, ſaid Ahimelech to Saul, 
\, is ſo faithful among all thy ſervants, as David, who is the kings ſon in 
lau, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in thine houſe 2 
After his anointing, he became Saul's armour - bearer. He fought 
under Saul as king of Iſrael, and flew Goliath, who had defied rhe 
God of the armies of Iſrael. He fought with the Philiſtines, and 
flew them with a great ſlaughter. He ſpared the life of Saul once 
and again, when it was in the power of his hand to take it away. 
He cut off the ſkirt of his robe, when he could as eaſily have cut 
off his head. He ſaid to Abifhai, who propoſed to kill Saul, The 
Lord forbid that I fhould ſtretch forth mins hand againſt the Lord's 
anointed. The king of Iſrael came out to ſeek for David, as when 
one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains: but Muvid never 
reſiſted the king of Iſrael as an unjuſt ufurper. rr. 
Paſſing ſeveral other falſe aſſertions in their Teſtimony, it is 
ſubmitted here to the judgment of the candid reader, whether or 
not, theſe now conſidered have the leaſt foundaripa in the word of 
God. Their deſign in the ſcriptures quoted to prove the above 
aftertions, and others of a ſirailar nature in their Teſtimony, is to 
ſupport their favourite diſtinction between a providential, and a 
preceptive magiſtrate. This diſtinction, ſo far as I;kyow, hath no 
foundation in the word of God, and therefore cannot direct our 
faith and practice. Kings are diſtributed in ſcripture, into good 
and bad, but not into preceptive and providential. It Would be 
ridiculous, to apply this diſtinction ro mankind in general, or to f 4 
that wicked men are providential men. and good men are prece--—fã 
tive men. All men, good and bad, come into the world, and bve 
in it, according to the will of adorable providence ; and all kings. 
good and bad, fil their thrones according to the ſame ſovereigu wall. 
Prov. viii. 15, 16. By me kings reign, and princes decres Juſtice. 
By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth, 
Some of theſe kings and princes have a. greater, and ſome of them 
A leſſer meaſure of ſcriptural qualifications ; and others of them. hase 
bone of theſe qualifications at all, like Ahab, who fold Hinſelf (- 
_ work evil in the fight of the Lord. When it is the will of tlie | 
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5 
princes, who have very few ſcriptural qualifications, or none at all, 
let them uot ſay theſe are providential princes, and what part haye 
we in them? Let them rather ſay to their Father which is in heaven, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, And let them be 


ſubject to their ralers in all things lawful; and not only to the 
good and gentle, but alſo to the froward. 


The Teſtimony of the Reformed Preſpytery contains many. 


excellent things, and their zeal manifeſted in it for a Covenanted 
Work of Reformation, and againſt defections from the ſame, is 
worthy of praiſe. But their handling the word of the Lord deceit. 
fully, in ſeveral parts of it, is a dead flie in the ointment of the 
apothecary. A perverſion of ſeripture may promote the religion 
of the man of ſin, but it will never do an acceptable ſervice to the 
kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The miniſters of the God of 


truth ſhould have the armour of truth on the right hand and on the 


left. The prieſts lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they fhouls ſcek 
the law at his mouth for he is the meſſinger of the Lord of h:/ts. 


It would be to the laſting honour of the Reformed Preſbytery, to 


manifeſt their zeal for reformation, by purging out of their 1 eſti- 
mony the old leaven of falſe accuſations againſt men, and their falſe 
gloſſes on ſeveral parts of the word of God. —By expun ing that 
part of cheir Teſtimony reſpecting civil government, Ms, is near 


the half of it —And by profeſſing ſubjection to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's ſake : whether il be to the king as ſupreme ; or 


unto governors, as unto them that are ſent by him for the puniſhment 
ef evil 28 and REV? the Ta f them that do well, 1 Pet. i ü. 1 3, 14 


0 


8 E 0 1 VI. 
ge, to the juſt and legal Authority af Princes, 


Rebellion againſt Gop, and 1 Hurtful to FRE 


Religion ＋ Js CHRIST, 


1 the voice of the L414 ?* Behold, to obey 15 better than ſacrifice ; 


| «r and to bearken than the fat of + t ams For rebellion is. as the ſin of 
© witchcraft, and flubbornneſs is as iniquity and idclatry, 2 Sam. 


XV. 221 23. Kings are God's vicegerents on earth, 'atid therefore 


have a Tight to be obeyed in all things, which do not interfere with 


the commands of God. They are the repreſentatives of the power 
and majeſty of the Almi ghty Sovereign of the world, and therefore 
are called Gods. Naw” as diſobedience to the king's viceroy is 
Boa, the authority of the king himſelf; ſo to refuſe ſubjection 
to the juſt authority of princes, is to rebel againſt the ſovereign 
authority of the univerſal Ruler: #ho/ocver therefore reſiſteth the 


14 TH the Lord as great de ig ht in bur nt-offeri $ ings, as in obey ing 


RT reit the ordinance of Cod, Rom. Nüü. 2, God path » written N 28 | 


1 40 J | "WARS 13 
the marks of his ſore diſpleaſure on the fin of deſpiſing domino, 
and ſpeaking evil of digniies. Miriam ſpake againſt Moſes, who 
was king in Jeſhurun, and behold, 'ſhe became leprous, white as 
ſubw, and as one dead, of whom the fleth is half conſumed: Be. 
cauſe, the venom of her lungs, ſays one, would have eaten into the 
reputation of her brother ; therefore a poiſonous infection eats inio her 

%. The opening earth was at once an executioner, and a grave 
to rebellious Korah and his company. An oak in the wood of 
Ephraim was a gallows to rebellious Abſaloni ; and thouſands of 
his treacherous followers fell by the ſword of vengeance. —Theſe 
marks of the divine diſpleaſure are recorded for our admonition, on 
whom the ends of the world are come; and they plainly ſhew, that 
he who contemns the lawful authority of his prince, by word or 
deed, ſtretcheth out his hand againſt God, and. ftrengtheneth | 
Himſelf againſt the Almighty. He runneth upon hin him, even 
on his neck, upon the thick boſſes of his bucklers. Therefore 
let us beware of reviling the gods, and of curſing the ruler of our 
people: Curſe not the king, no not in thy thought; an carfe. not 
the rich in thy bed-chamber ; far a bird of the air ſhall carry the 
voice. and that which hath wings ſhall teil the matter. l 
Diſloyalty is hurtful to our hy religion, for hereby we expoſe 
it to the hatred of princes, and arm their power againſt it. If the 
preſent civil powers, provoked- by diſloyal principles and practices, 
ſhould draw the ſword againſt us, we will have ourſelves to 
blame, who firſt began the quarrel. One hath juſtly obſerved, 
that if men would conſult the devil himſelf, what courſe they 
ſhould take to blaſt the honour of religion, that malicious ad ma- 
lignant ſpirit could not direct them to à more effectual-methad,  * 


» 


than to turn rebels to government from a pretence of piety. 
In the apoſtolic age the enemies of Chriſtianity covle find no 
ſuch effectual caluuiny to ſink the credit, 'and-expole the religion of | | 
Jeſus to the fury of perſecutors, than this, That it was an ene; 6 0 1 | 
civil government. Therefore, if we make our holy religion ag ⅛ð 
argument for refuſing obedience to the lawful commands of the 
powers that be, we join hands with- its avowed adverſaries; we ' 
juſtify their moſt malicious calumnies againſt it; and we confeſs it 
to be guilty of the. moſt infamous thing that ever it was charged 
with, by the worſt of its enemies, viz. That it lays trains of diſloyal. 
principles in the hearts of men, on purpoſe to blaſt the authority, 
and blow up the thrones of princes. - Therefore, if Chriſtians 
would not revive the ancient and helliſh calumny againſt the city of 
our God, that if this city be builded, and ole ſet up. again, 
then will they not pay toll, tribute; and'cuſtom.— That this city is 
_ a rebellious city, and hurtful unto ki and provinces: If they 
would not bring a reproach on the religion of their bleſſed Maſter, 
as if it taught men to deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evil of dignities; 
nd if they would not open the mouths of adverſaries r 
* | | that. 
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that wortkhy Name, by the which they are called, let them hear, 
not what this and the other maſter in Iſrael ſays, nor what this and 
the other act of Parliament ſays, but what the Spirit /aith unto the 
churches. And the Spirit faith unto the churches, Let every foul 
be ſubject unto the higher powers ; for there is no power but of God 


the powers that be are ordained of Cod, Rom. xiii. 1. Submit 


yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whether 
it be to the king, as ſupreme; or unto govermnrs, as unto them 


that are ſent by bim for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for 


the praiſe of them that do well. For fo is the will of God, that with 
weil. doing ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. As free, 
and not uſing your liberty far a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the 
ſervants of Cod. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear Cod. 
Honour the King, 1 Pet. xiit. 7, I exhort therefore, that firſt 4 all, 
. ee prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men + for kings and for all that are in authority; that we ma 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. For this 
is good and acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour, 1 Tim. i. 3. 


8 E C T. VII. 


A Summary of the Arguments for Loyalty, drawn from 
SGͤcripture Precepts and Examples. 


| 1 civil pew'rs, let great regard be givin; 
1 And human laws, that croſs not thoſe of heav'n. 
For ſo do ſacred oracles diret,  - 
To higher pow'rs let ev'ry ſoul ſubject. 
. .. + Saints, even in Rome, were taught, in lawful things, 
Mleekly t' obtemperate their heathen kings. * 
The precept reaches all the human clan, 


+. Submit to ev'ry ordinance of man. 


And that for reaſons which apoſtles take 
From heav'n and earth, even God and conſcience fake. 
While magiſtratic pow?rs don't tyrannize, 
But grant their ſacred, civil liberties, _ 
Reclaimers in that caſe complain of eaſe: Pi 
Their name is ſuch, as few will dare applaud, 


© Apoſtles orders all their flocks, and ours 
For heav*nly ends, to ſtoop to earthly pow'rs 2. 1 ee 
Nor for their want of qualities divine, 
_ Muſt we their juſt authority decline. 
And hence the prophet Jeremy implor d. 
King Zedekiah as his royal Lord; * 


> | K Reſiſters of the ordinance of God. | 
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Who yet had broke his oath to Babylon, 
And to idolatry aſide had gone. 
Hence alſo Obadiah, good and preat, 
Was wicked Ahahab's miniſter of {tate : 
Vet in his ſervice ſacred lines record, 
That Obadiah greatly fear'd the Lord. 
Elijah too. that holy, zealous man, 
Who ne'er on Ahab, in his ſins, would fawn, 
Yet, moſt ſubmils, before his chariot ran. 

The ſacred bock wich ſpecial folly loads, 

All ſuch as venture to revile the Gods. 
For (but except ſons of tyrannic thrall) 
The God of heaven does rulers of the ball, 
His viceroys and anointed ſervants call. 
Hence Paul to Cæſar his appeal diſplay'd : 
And Chriſt to Cæſar will have tribute paid. 
Lea, heav'n for earthly rulers pray'r exadts, 

As much as they do tribute, toll or tax. 
And hence, tis God's command to pray, we lee, 
For all inveſted with authority ; 
'That under them we peaceful ba may lead, 

And godlineſs, and honeſty ſucceed. | | 
This precept, if we view the time, relates t 
To Pagan perſecuting magiſtrates: > 
For none but ſuch poſſeſt the ruling throne, F461 
Till centuries of Chriſtian years were gone. | 

Don't ſoy'reigns, then, much more our prayers claim, {| 
That dear the Chriſtian Proteſtant's fair name ? 
In ancient times the man of God, tis ſaid, 

For ſinful Jeroboam earneſt pray'd. 
Moſes, for wicked Pharaoh lift his eyes; 


And faithful Abram, for Abim'lech cries, | 
| Hence holy martyrs, in their dying hours, a 6 OL 
Pray'd for their bloody perſecuting powers. e 


And holieſt Jeſus ſpent his dy ing breath 

In prayer for cruel actors in his death. 
And bids his follow'rs pray to heav'n for . ; 
That are their ſpiteful perſecuting foes. , EE OS 
Thus with his great example and command, yo 

13 precepts all in Judah binding ſtand; 
Tet Judah was 2 a covenanted Jang. * -- 
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r we may believe the Holy Spirit, whe he ſpeaketh expreſly, 
the cauſe defended in the preceeding pages is the cauſe of God; 
and therefore to teſtify againſt it, as the Reformed Preſbytery bas 
done, in oppoſition to the plaineſt divine precepts, is to crucify theſe 
precepts, and to put them to open ſhame. Princes, ſaid a weeping 
prophet, were hanged up by their hand; and the faces of elders 
were not homured. This treatment of princes and elders was 
matter of lamentation; but it is matter of far deeper ſorrow, that 
ſome of the plaineſt precepts of the law of Chriſt are held up to the 
deriſion of Infidels, by explaining. away their obvious meaning, 
and by impoſing upon them the moſt abſurd and ridiculous ſenſe. 
If our head were waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears, we could 
not ſufficiently deplore this wound given to the holy Oracles in the 
Houſe of their friends. I have no ill will at the people called 
Old Difſenters ; nay, I heartily wiſh, that their miniſters may have 
all proſperity in preaching the goſpel of peace. But I cannot wifi 
well to their principles about civil government, unleſs. I would ſhut 
the eye of common. ſenſe againſt the noon-day light of divine 
revelation ; and unleſs I would ſer afide, as uſeleſs, the approven 
practice of prophets, and apoſtles, and the . bleſſed example of the 
Lord Jeſus; and therefore, tho the Reformed Preſbytery, and 
their followers, will not think it a compliment, yet I cordially wiſh, 
that the fire of their miſplaced, though well-weant zeal, about civil 
government, may be extinguiſhed ; that the-vail 2 5 may 
be removed from their minds, when oY read Moſes, and the 
- prophets; and that they may return to the faith which. Was once 
| delivered OP. the JOU: os RT 15 „ 
** the ak ſhall be vat to ble theſe four 1 for 
preventing oppolition to the truth as it is in Jeſus, and for confirm- 
ing any in the faith of the ſcripture doctrine of obedience to the 
lawful commands df the powers that: By the” "oat te! writer 
will not be in vain 5 che 1 2 7 1 
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CONTAINING 


An ANSWER to One Hundred QUESTIONS, 
Propoſed to SECEDERS, in a Printed LETTER, 


By ANDREW NEW TON, Merchant in DUNSE. 
DDP rr 


K * moſt part of the following queſtions hath no o reſpect at at 
| all to the preſent controverſy, as the intelligent reader will 
ealily perceive. The ſcope of many of them is, to palm principles 
upon Seceders, which they poſitively deny. Thus tr example, it 


is inſinuated, in the queſtion about the Law of Nature, that 


« Seceders prefer the Law of Nature to divine revelation, makin; 
ec the one an unalterable, eternal ſtandard of morality, and the other 


a violable mutable kind of thing: as Mr. Thorburn faith, in his 


Vindiciæ, p. 21. A variety of falſe accuſations are brought againſt 
Seceders in the following queſtions, and many of them not in plain 


terms, but by fly inſinuations. The deſign of anſwering the follow- 


ing Queries; is to wipe off the duſt thrown upon the principles of 


Seceders, and to prevent the world from being impoſed any by 


falſe, and unfair repreſentations of things. * 


And I ſhiall endeavour to anſwer them, not by dark innuendoes, 
and inſidious naaa but in words eaſy to be underſtood. 971 


„ Queſt. 1. Is the Law of Nature the Came ih the Moral Law 


of Gop?”? 


Arſe If we view the Law of Nature as in innocent Adam, i it is 
materially the ſame with the Law of the Ten Commandments; but 


if we conſider it as in fallen man, there is a vaſt difference berween 
the ſmall remains of it in him, and the. fair and complete copy of 1 it 
in innocent Adam. 

*Q, 2. If you deny the Law of Nature to be the ſame with the 
Moral Law, it is demanded, What is the Law of Nature, and 
. 00G” „„ 13 
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A. It is granted, as above ſaid, that the Law of Nature, as in 
innocent Adam, is materially the ſame with the Law of the 
Ten Commandments. But it is demanded, What is the Law of | 
Nature? © A, It i that neceſſary unalterable rule of right and 
“ wrong, founded in the infinitely holy and juſt nature of God, 
& and whereunto men, as reaſonable creatures, cannot but be indiſ- 
e penſibly bound, Rom. ii. 14, 15.” Synd's Catech. Part 2. p. 9. 
I: is further demanded, Where is the Law of Nature to be found? 
A. The general principles of it, ſuch as, that there is a God, and 
that he is to be wor.” pped, are to be found among the Heathen 
A copy of it, perfect in parts, but not in degrees, is written in the 
heart of every believer, by the finger of God. If a man is a faint 
indeed, the Law of his God is in his heart, And a perfect copy of 
the law of Nature is to be found in the Old and New Teſtament, 
and in the hearts of the ſaints triumphant. 

* 3+ Is not the Law of Nature amonyſt Heathens, and amongſt 
Chriſtians, the ſame unchangeable Law, with this difference, thar it 
is dark and unrevealed to Heathens, bur clear ly revealed to 
Chriſtians ?”? | 

A. That the Law of Nuvi 1 clearly revealed to Chriſtians i 1s 
true, and that it is dark ro Heathens is not denied. But it is utterly 


falſe, that the Law of Nature is“ unrevealed to Heathens- If 
this was the caſe with Heathens, they could no more be the 
ſubjects of God's moral government, than the flocks, and herds. 
The Law of Nature is not revealed to them in the written Word, 
but it is graven on their hearts by the Author of their being, 


Rom ii. 14. —Thefe having not the Law, i. e. the written Law, 
are a Law unto themſelves : which ſhew the work of the Law 


written in their hearts.“ 


« 9. 4. Is there not a real difference betwixt the hah of 
Nature, php that light, reaſon, or eye of the ſoul, that beholds, 
and dilcovers the Law of Nature?” | 


A. There is ſuch a difference between the Sis of Nature, AF 


the light of reaſon, as there is between the eye of the body, and 
| the jet which it beholds. | 


Is not the Law of Nature opened up and fully illuſtrated 


in 855 re of God, the Old and New Teſtament ?” 


A. The Law of Nature is fully opened up in the word of God, 
and the way of ſalvation through the blood of Chriſt 1s opened up 
in 0 which the Law of Nature knows nothing of. 

2. 6. Has not God, of his great mercy, given his wand and 


ONT: laws and ſtatutes, to Chriſtians under the New Teſta- 
ment, as well as to the Jews under the Old Teſtament, 20.96 8 


complete rule of faith and practice: . 
A. The word of God | is a-complete rule of fach and extdes ; 
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to the New Teſtament Church; and Seceders never*faid any thing 
to ogy contrary. 

6+ 0 7, Has not God commanded Chriſtians to pay a conſcientious 
regard to all his precepts, and to keep pure and entire all his 
ordinances ??' 

A. It is the duty of Chriſtians, to walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs; but it is a melancholy trath, 
that the old Diilenters, as well as Seceders, in many things offend 
all. I know no precepts, and ordinances of Chriſt, which are not 
kept as pure and entire among Seceders, as among Old Diſſenters. 
And as to a conſcientious regard to divine precepts and ordinances, 
hone elſe is judge but God, 

* &. 8. Is there any command or precept given by God in the 

Old Teſtament, calculated to bring glory to himſelf, honour to 

the divine Law, and good to his Church, abrogated under the 
New Teſtament ?” 

A. Mr. Newton would not have aſked this queſtion, if he had 


conſidered, that meats and drinks, and divers wei, and carnal 


ordinances, were impoſed until the time of reformation. All the 
precepts of the Ceremonial Law had a fitnefs to bring glory to 
God, and good to his Church, under the Old Teftament; but being 
abrogated by the death of Chriſt, they have no fuch funels, under 
the New Teſtament. Would the Old Diſſenters have Seceders, 
22 turn agalu to the weak and beggarly elements of the Ceremonial 

. F 

© 2, 9. Is not Civil Government a divine ordinand, inſtituted 
and appointed by God in his word?” 

A. Magiſtracy is an ordinance inſtituted by God, as Creator, in 
the Law of Nature: and this ordinance is fully and clearly re evealed 
in the Holy Scriptures. That Magiſtracy is the ordinance of God, 


6 is, I think, confeſſed by all; that this ordinance proceeds Gow | 


« God as Created and moral ee of the world, few have ever 


6 denied, except the Papiſts, and Anabaptiſts in Germany. — Hf ic 
« flows from God in theſe characters, then its inſtitution maſt be 
in the Law of Nature; this being the only Law, which proceeds 
from him as Creator, &c. and it mult be common to all men, 
they being equally his by n and as the ſubjects of his 
« moral . 99 

«Q 10. Are there no rules given by God in the Old Teſtament, 
reſpecting Civil Government, to be regarded by Chriſtians under 
the New Teſtament??? 

A. Seceders have not rejected the Qld Teflament as a rule 
reſpecting Civil Government. But I cannot help thinking, that 
the Reformed Preiby tery has rejected ſome very plain precepts, 
2 in 


* « Preſbyterian Cove nanter, p. Þ | 


WV t 36 oo 
Td ir che Nes Teſtament, reſpecting Civil Government. Their fenſe- . 
: leſs comment on the firſt ſeven verſes of the xiiith. chapter of the 


Romans, and of other ſimilar 1 is equal to a blotting them 
33 * * the book of God. 


BY % N: 11. Are not the qualifications of Magiſtrates as clearly 

| _ revealed, and fully required in the word of God, as the qualifications | 
a Muniſters?“ b | 
9 A. A quotation from Mr. Thorburn- $ Vindiciz, as an anfwer to 


ttzis queſtion, will be very acceptable to Mr. Newton. He ſays, 
p. 167, © It has been already demonſtrated at great length, that 
< the Scripture requires no other qualifications, as eſfential to the 
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Nature, &c. 
2. 12. Is not civil government, and are not righteous judges, 


w_ 


neg s; 
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accompliſhed i in the New Teſtament Church?“ 

As. Seceders believe, that all the promiſes of the Old Tete dent 

will be accompliſhed in their ſeaſon: and that when the glory ef 

ite latter days is come, greater numbers of Gentiles will come to 

'» the light of Chriſt, and kings to the brightneſs of his riſing. 4 
N 13. Are not godly Magiſtrates in ſcripture called a bleſſing 


j 

A 

[4 
4 


x 3 


Fa - are a curſe to both e 
25 . I dare not call the Britiſh. Magiſtrates a curſe both to the 
church and nation, becauſe, under them, we may lead a quiet and 
eactable life in all godlinefs and honeſty: and berauſe God hath 
15 nd, Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, nor ſpeak evil of the ruler of 
5 "ry people. pp 
"PP Are the throne of iniquity, and the throne of righteouC: 
gel both thrones of the Lord, according to his preceptive will??? 
| A. The abſurdity of diſtinguiſhing N N. 
and providential, hath been ſhewed already. The worſt, as well 
as the beſt, of princes, reign by the ſovereign will of God, as the 
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= Creator, and Governor of the univerſe, Dan iv. 17. The Ms ſt High. 


ruleth in the king aom of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he __ 
99 hen n up cb r it the baſeſt of nien. 


« Magiſtrate, than what are required in the original Law of | 


0 proiniſed - bleſſing in the Old Teſtament, | en to, and to be 


| to a church and nation ; Aer on rhe e N NMagiltrates 


giſtrates, i into preceptive, 


| | bo)! &©.0: 15, Are the inſtruments of God' 6 Norte ge in civil power, 0 
| which are called in ſcripture his ax, hammer, and rod, foxes, tions, 


and devils, as agreeable and correſpondent to his preceprive will, 


ys God, and hating covetoulneſs 2” 


would obſerve. here, that Mr: Newton is guilty of a railing accul- .. 


as choſe rulers who are miniſters of his ordinance, juſt men, vemos of : 


1 yg This queſtion is the ſame in ſubſtance with the Lane 75 
. _ and the anſwer there given, is a ſufficent reply unto it. Only: 1 1 


Aon, if he . that the Briviſh Ms roy are py + > ar, Ty 
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. and rod; to break in pieces. their ſubjects; and that W 


are like foxes, lions, and devils, going about, and ſeeking whom 
they may deyour. Micha: el, the ar changel, when contending with | 


the devil, he diſputed about the b5dy of Moſes, durſt not bring againſt 
bing. a raili ng accuſation, but ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee, Jude g. 

© 2.16. Is not God offended and provoked, when his profeſſ- 
ing people ſet up rulers, but not by him, acting in a way 9 e 
to his law and will revealed in his word?“ 

A le is very true, that God is offended, when Chriſtians Sw. 4 
des him. not, and obſerve not his law in the choice of their 5.» 
Magiſtrates. And it is as true, that God is offended, when tige 
ſtricteſt profeſſors of Chriſtianity go about, ſowing the tares of diſ. 
loyalty; and refuſing ſudjection to the juſt me lawful authority of 
their Chriſtian Magiſtrates. 

4, 17: Have a Chriſtian people : a power to model Civil Govern- 
ment, and to ele& and ſet up Civil Governors, in pam rugs o 
the command and will of God in his word?“ 

A. It is very ſinful and dangerous to ſet up Ma iſtrates in contra- 
diction to the command of God. And it is no les ſinful and dang- 
erous, to refuſe ſubjection to every ordinance of man for tlie 
Lord's ſaka. The powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſo: 
ever therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of Gd: 

and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation,” 

„. 18. Is every power that is exalted by adordble' providence; | 
"A a moral power, ordained of God for the end of his glory, and Loa 

of a Chriſtian church and nation??? . 

4 God hath for his own glory e ee Ahe comes 
to 0 has And wicked men, exalted to regal authority, will 
mote the glory of God: Howbeit, they mean not ſo, neirher a 
their hearts think ſo. The wrath of man ſhall praiſe the Lord : | 
the remainder of wrath ſhall he reſtrain And as to the good of aq 
Chriſtian church and nation, We know that all things work together | 
for good, to them that love God, to them who are called according 
to hig purpoſe. Seceders never taught, as this queſtion craft 

ies, that viüous rulers are as fit inſtruments, for promoting 

5 the glory of God, and the good of Chriſtians, as vir tuous rulers are: 
I The queriſt was once a Seceder, and knows very well, a no 9 25 — 
. | dodtrine was ever taught in the Seceſſion.  - of OY 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23. Is not the Chriſtian Magi 3 com. 
e by God to be keepers of both tables of the Moral Law: 

Is it Saen for the Chriſtian Magiſt rate to execute the law of 

; : 8 God upon thoſe who break the firſt table of the law of God, hi an 
open and heinous manner? Is it not an eſſential qualification in the 
Ohriſtian Magiſtrate. that he be a terror to evil doers, and W e 1 
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tolerate error and hereſy in principle, or immorality in practice? 


Is no more required of the Chriſtian aig 9dr in point of duty 
and obligation, than is required of the Heathen Magiſtrate, who 
Aas not che, law revealed? © 4 1 e oral 
A. Theſe few ſhort hints are a ſufficient reply to theſe queſtions. 
1. All of them have a reſpect to the power of the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate about church matters, but no reſpect at all to the preſent con- 
troverſy. 2. Seceders allow the Chriſtian Magiſtrate all that power 
about church matters, which the word of God allows him, but no 
more. 3. Tho? Seceders are no friends to a boundleſs toleration, 
yet they cannot ſee a' warrant in the word of God, for making the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate the church's hangman, or a rod of iron to Rk 
in pieces every Diſſenter from a legal eſtabliſhment of religion. 
. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. Is it the duty of a Chriſtian people to 
aſſent and conſent to the deed of the primores rigni, in ſetting up 
rulers Who have not the qualifications the word of God requires? 
Are a Chriſtian people bound by the law of God, to honour and 
obey all rulers who are exalted by providence, and, in their admini- 
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Cheiſt therein? Is it not abſolutly neceſſary, that there be lawful 
authority, acccording to the rule of God's word, before there can 
be:lawful civil commands, binding a Chriſtian people to obedience 
for conſcience ſake, and for fear of wrath ? Is not moral virtue 
required to the performance of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate's work 
and office? And muſt there not be moral ability, to conſtitute moral 
authority? Are manifeſt idolaters, and notorions habitual tranſ- 
greflors of the holy law of God, worthy to bear rule and government 
over a Chrſtian profeſſing people? : | Fe 
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queries. 1. Every one of them has a reſpect to the qualifications 
of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ; and it is granted, That Chriſtians 
ſhould provide out uf all the people, able men, ſuch as fear God, 
men of truth, hating covetouſneſs; and place ſuch over them, to 
be rulers. . 3. Moral ability, that is, ſcriptural qualifications 


12 KL 


not neceſſary to conſtitute moral authority. However ſmall 


ſceripiural qualifications of parents be, yet they have moral autho- 


rity over their children; and it is the duty of children, to obey their 
fathers according to the fleſi, even tho they: ſhould be the baſeſt 
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ſtration, rule to the hurt and injury of a nation, or Church of | 


4. Let the following things be conlidered, as a reply to. theſe 


_ of men. And however ſmall the ſeriptural qualifications 'of _ 
 tnaſters may be, yet they have moral authority over their fervants; 
3nd it is the duty of ſervants, to be ſubject to their maſters, with, 
all fear, not only to the good and geritle, hut alfo to the froward. 
If moral ability was eſſentially neceſſary to cunſtitute moral authority, 
there could be no authority in the Heathen; and very little in the 
* "Chr emperors were exalted |- 
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by providerite, they ruled to the hurt of Chriſtianity; they ware 
- manifeſt idolaters, and yet the law of Chriſt hound the church at 


ſonil be ſubject unto the higher pruert. Ver. 5 W. herefore ye. muſt 
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Rome, and other churches, in the Roman empire, to obedience for 
conſcience ſake, and for fear of wrath. Rom. xili. 1. Let every 


nods be ſubject, nat only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, * 
N. 29. Do you believe there was a Reformation it Britain . 
and Ireland the laſt century, both in Church and State??ꝰ? 
A. There was a Reformation laſt century: But with the moſt 
part it was a Reformation in word, and in tongue, but not in deed, 
and in truth, as appeared by the general apoltacy which followed: 
And if by a State Reformation is meant, the Reformation of 
Charles I. & II. we believe, that they never were reformed; and 
that many, if not the generality of inferior Magiſtraret, were 
axons to Chriſt in their hearts, and by wicked works 
. 30. Can a nation be faid to be reformed, or calle@ aboly 
nation, ont a State Reformation??? . 
A. This queſtion ſuppoſes, that Seceders jadgs a | Bon Reer. 
mation needleſs, and that they are not contending for it. A no 
proof is brought to ſupport the accuſation, a denial of it is a ſuf. 
ficient reply to the inſidious query. e 
2 32. Were not the Covenants National and: Solemn League 
the Tacky of admiſſion to all Pons, of civil e and truſt in chat 
period of reformation Pp? LP 3 NM * 2 Ne 
A. The Heathen Roman emperors entered not into places' of cen 
power, by the door of religious covenanting, and yet Paul com- 
manded the Chriſtians in his day, to be ſubject to Thame] wo ofly 
nn 2 but alſo for conſcience ſake. 24 Ty 
Were not enemies to the Prote lan Prohyteeſine 
Et ” Jeſus Chriſt excluded from all places of ans power 
truſt in oo period of. reformation ?” i 
A. Seceders never t hr, as this queſtion Boche 1 9 
that enemies to the Chriſtian religion ſhould not be exelnded fot | 
places of civil power and truſt. Our Reformers did well N 8 
all ſuch, as would break down, what they had built up. 
34. Does not our fotemn Covenants bind Ce to. 
| be loyal to civil authority, in the defence of the true religjaty; ; but | 
not in the deſtruction of the true religion??? 5 
A. The Britiſh Ma iſtrates are not deſtroyers of the 0 
reign, as the query fallely inſinuates, - The queriſt knows, that 
ſome of them are men fearing God, and hating covetouſneſs ; an and 
that the worſt of them do, not hinder their ſubhects * live be 
| righteoly and godly. - 
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time, Ving chat Papiſts and Prelatiſts in in principle, foal — 
the ſ(ceptre of civil. power over them?“ 

A. Tho' our covenanting Reformers did not wiſh, that 

and Prelatiſts ſhould rule over them, yet they tau ught, « That mf. 

_ &, delity, or difference in religion, doth not 4 void the Magi. 

e ſtrate's s juſt and legal authority, nor free the people from their 

« due obedience.” As a farther reply to this queſtion, let the 


1 


$8 Loyaliſt. 
. 30s 355 Do _ think. the intraduad of . by Charles I. 


on was a ſufficient reaſon for our Reformers and e, to reject his 
Cuil authority??? 

4. It was the duty of our worthy Reformers, and is the duty of 
| every Chriſtian, rather to die, than to on any prince as the head 
of the Church of Chriſt, Seceders never taught, as this queſtion 
| ſappoſes,; that the late noble Martyrs in Scot and, died as 4 fool 


| 
bl Loyaliſt, and the note at the foot of it, and he will find a fuller 
þ | rrephy to this 5 IO oth 5 | 
nl We 6.0] 37. ; againſt God, his truth, maſs and 
_ interedt, aftronger reaſon 2 foe Chriſtians to reject civil. authority, 
than 5 t che civil E ING: natural rights of 


men? $45 E7 
nn 5 This: queſtion ks 13 granted, A 001 civil rulers are 
ia 1 tyrants. againſt Tt God againſt his Wan againſt. his cauſe and intereſt, 


E. | which I cannot hlep thinking to be a railing. accuſation- Tyrams 
= diſpoſe of the lives, and of the properties of their ſubjects as Wy 
_ pleaſe, but the Bririh Magiſtracy hath not done ſo for a cen 


| -f3.; * 0-38. Did not the Martyrs, after the king's. 
8 explained. to be eſſential to the crown, not only reject his civil 
oaoricz, but alfo refuſe to IO their len at the. 8 * 
praying for him as king??? 

A. The Martyrs did well, in not SHE ot for the king as Hts 
0 of the chur + When "obedience: to the authority of princes . 
would be a tran {preſſion of the rojl law of SOM We mil obey. 
God. rather than . ; 


bleſſed and ſucce ſsful in his reign and government, when a 1 - 
3 4 government is employed in robbing; the Sen of God of his 


Wy | . crown Fights, as king aud head of his church; and in giving; defence 
aud pr 
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5 reader conſult * anſwer to the TW objettion i in the 15 fe 
8 


= and his Haiming a power that belongs to Chriſt as Head of his 
Mn church, making it eſſential to his crown by the Act Explanatory 3 


_ dieth, Let che reader look back to page 24th of the Scripture- 


9 paſt, even the Reformed Brethren themſelves Deng. judges, 2 Th 5 
1 üpremacy was 


2. 39. Is | it lawful to pray for a Kina as ſach, "that he may „ 5 


„ n to Popery, Prelacy, and all hereſy: . . 48 
mn ary 385 - Toke the Fllowing We as "an. e to ss eld 8 7 


* fg 1 1 "8 0 
. Ove We Qhovid pray: all ſorts of men 1 or unt ſhall "uh 9 
hereafter, but not 2 4 the dead, nor for thoſe that are known to 3 
have ſinned the fin unto death. Larger Catech. Q 184, le is a 2 
notorious falſehood,” That /a part of the Britiſſi Government is 

employed in robbing the Sun of God of his crown. rights as 1 „ 
ant Head of his church. The act of ſupremacy was reſcinded t 
the happy Revolution as was formerly obſerved. / 4: Phe anſwer ; 
ro'the eighth objection in the Scr ipture-Loyalift: 1 is a fufficient reply 1 

to the dat part of this queſtion; and to it the reader is referred. i 
„ 40. Can a per ſon pray for a king as ſuch, and only intend 4 
his civil headſhip:over the nation. and exclude his ſpiritual, headſhip " 


over the church, which is included in the eſſence of his crown 4 
Conftirotion, and be guilty of no! diflimulation, no Jeluidilty, in thy 
fight of a holy Goc? a * 

: The Britiſh king hath had-60 other, than ail headſhip. as 4 

this nation, ſince the Revolution. The catechiſt has been ver 

fearce of. dull to caſt in the face of the beſt king in Europe; When 
he raked up the aſhes of the ſupremacy From Its grave; were it” 

"bath. lien for an hundred years. W 

e . Was not the-Revolation Garlements both in, Tre 
Ga Church, a deſtroying, overturaing, and Wee eee 
work of reformation e e ee 
A. A covenanted walk: of veformatiett.) ;whigh had lien hari 

5 wiſer the heavy grave-ſtone of perſecution twenty-eight years} was 
h _ Haifediupagain at the Revolution, not by might, nor by power, - 

but by the Spirit of che Lord of hoſts. The houſe of Ged, which 
* been ſhut up as in the reign of wicked Ahaz, Was ee 
he goſpel bf the bleſſed Got}, which had,been-bgund and impriſ- 


| 
bor way releaſed, had a free courſe, and was glorified. Seoeders 4 
re not join wich the Reformed Brethren. in blaſpheming be 

5 * delwerance ſent from heaven to theqaniqn. on the In 
5 be November, 1688. they dare not vilify that memorable day, 
2 A day of: ſmall thin 8. In: that day, the Lord brake:the yoke of i 
dur burden, W. che it Fof our. ſhoulGer. the rod. of our opprefſor, PAP) 8 1 3-0 
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unbelief is the fource of apoſtacy. Every man is tempted.” when 
he is drawn away of his own luſts, and enticed The beſt 
ſertlement of religion cannot reform the hearts and lives of men. 
How ſoon did the generality of the nation fall into the mire of 
apoſtacy, after the remarkable ſettlement of religion, in the year 
7638 ? How foon did the gold become dim, how toon Was the moſt 
fine gold changed ! - 

„% . 43. Are they not the beſt friends to Chriſt, and ie 
country, who deſire every wicked unhallowed deed of conſtitution, 
in Church and State, to be razed, rooted up, and overturned?” 

J. Charity, which thinketh no evil. will eafily grant, that 
Lorain are as great enemies to wicked deeds of conſtitution, f in 
Church and State, as the Reformed Brethren are. 

. 44. Are they not enemies to Chriſt. and their country, wha 
wiſh the . conſtitution, in State and Church, to remain inviol- 

able to future ages? 8 

A. We wiſh, that the ood things inthe preſent conflieutions may | 

remain to future ages, and that the evil things may be reformed. 

4 6, 45. Is not the public declararive glory of God in the world, 
mare worthy to, be eſtecurce and regarded by a Chriſtian, than his 
own ſalvation 2” 
A4. Whether Seceders, or the Reformed Brethren, have not 
reg co (+5 wed of God, is left to the determination. of God, 


.. Are not thoſe who reject the counſel and nme of 
God in the Scriptures, with reſped to Civil Government and 
an Governors, juſtly 8 wich Deiſm ?“! 8 
13 A. This queſtion: ſuppoſes, that Seceders have-rejeQted the Holy 
7, Srriptures, with reſpect to Civil Government and Governors. Fhe 
| ſuppoſition is groundlefs, and uncharitable: the interrogator knows, 
that it is a vile ſlander. It is bad to take up, but much worſe ta 
make a reproach againſt our neighbour. The ridiculous ſenſe: of 
Rom. xiii. 1. and other ſimilar paſſages, adopted by the. Reformed 
0 Brechren, | is a branch of Deiſm with. a witnefs. - 2 
bj © 0-47. Is it the duty of Chriſtians, in this:day, 70 büldk dc wen- | 
dend for, and maintain the truths artained-in the former period of 
reformation, at the expence of much blood: and rreaſure, —_ 
2 of the civil and religious part of that g} 9 
I know: no truths, ref the: ci 
| 8 glorious Reformation, for * ich 
ealous, as the Old Diſſenters. | 
„2. 48. Are not the 
Diſeners, the ſame in ſubltatce with thoſe argume by the 
e FE 5 
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t 26 
ſword of che Spirit, which is the word of God, This weapon ts 
not the worſe for Seceders, that the devil uſed it againſt our Lord 
in the wilderneſs, and that it hath been often uſed by the children 
of the devil for the worſt of purpoſes. .. „ N 

© Q 49, 50, 51. 52. Is it not a contradiction. to pray to the 
Lord to revive his Covenanted Work of Reformation, and then to 
pray for ſucceſs and a bleſſing to * a King and Government, which, 


your Synod ſays, is a bar, thruſt in the way, and a prave-ſtone 


ing on that ſame Reformation ? Is it not a contradiction, to-pray 


that the Lord would bleſs both Houſes of Parliament, and lead them 


to proper. meaſures for rhe honour of Chriſt, when a part of theſe 
Houſes are Biſhops, ſworn to profeſs and \maintain Engliſh Popiſh 


ceremonies, abjured by the Oath of our ſolemn Covenants? On what 


Scripture-promiſe do Seceders build that prayer, that the Lord 
would bleſs an Eraſtian Government, as the preſent is, which, the 
Synod ſay, neither they, nor others under it, can proſper. in their 


civil concerns, nor be enriched with the bleſſings of the Golpel ? 


: bs tg 


„ A king and government, which, your Synod ſays, is a bar thruſt in 
© the way, and a grave-ftone lying on that ſame reformation,”? is a ſaying, 
not of the Afﬀociafe Synod, but of the queriſt The Aſſociate Preſbytery, 
having mentioned ſeveral evils, in the ſettlement ef religion at the Revolu- 
tion, fiy, io their Anſwers to Mr Nairn's Reaſons of Diſſent, p. 52. 
* Upon the whole, it appears, that, under the preſent conſtitution, a 
* mighty bar is thruſt into the way of our covenanted reformation; both in 


% church and Rate; yea, 2 grave - None is laid, and eftabliſhed upon the 


% ame.” Mr Newton bath metamorpboſed, and compelled this ſaying to 


peak 3 ſenfe, which the Aſſociate Pre ſbytery never intended. The Preſby- 


tery complains of the evils in the preſent fe a 


as a bar thruſt in the 


way of our covenanted reformation; but Mr Newton hath changed 


4 preſent conſtitution"? into a king and government.” The Preſbytery 
| ſpeaks of aconftiiution, in which they judge-ſereral things to be faulty, but 
{ -the unfair, and fraduleni change of their words, makes them to ſpeak of 
the preſent civil rulers. The Preſbytery had as much common ſenſe, as to 


diſtinguiſh between faults in the conſtitution, and faults in the magiitrate : 


and they knew very well, that whatever bar is thruſt in the way of a general 


55 reformation, in Church and State, by the preſent conſtitution, yet ibe 
adminiſtration of the Britiſh magiſtrates is no bar iu the way of reformation, 


in ſeveral other reſpects. The king, as ſupreme, and infcrior mapiſtrates, 


hinder none of their ſubjects, to lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 


. neſs and honeſty. They hinder none of their Popiſh fubjeRts, to become 
' Proteſtants. They bioder none of their Epiſeopalian lubjecte, to become 
Preſhyterians · They binder. one of their Preſbyterian ſubjecta, to renew 
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the National, add Solemn League and Covenant, in ſo far a8. it is compe- 
tent for them to do fo. They hinder none of their ſubjects,. to. teſtify 
agaipR the evils in the coriftitution'pf Chureb and State. They hinder none 


ts tefiify agaioft their” afts of mals admiaiſtration + and ſo far as U know, - 
none of their ſubjeds/arc'debarred feam aſking a redreſs: of grievances- ' | 
+ They do not hinder the Refarmed Preſbytery, aod their followers, to diſ- | 
09 their. authority, and from pteſb and pulyit, to. give them the weft 


* 


mn W 
— nnn Do 


ſions, and giving of tharks 


2 ſuffice, for 2 


l 


940 it law ful and equal to pray, the Lerd to bring down Popery and 
Prelacy; and next breath to pray, that the Lord may preſerve and 
proſper that Government, which is a defence of Popery, and the 
head ſupport and bulwark of Prelacy ?? ( 
A. If our civil rulers were much worſe, than theſe qbeltions 


fuppoſe them to be, yet the command of Chriſt obliges us to pray 


for them; and if Mr Newton pleaſes, he may call this command, 
an argument uſed by the per ſecutors againſt the martyrs. Love your 
enemies. bleſs them that curſe you, do god to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which d. {p! 27% uſe you, and per ſecute you, Mat v. 44. 
4 exhort therefore, that of all, ſipplications, prayers, interceſ- 
, be made for all men + for kings ond + 
all that are in authority, — 1 Tim i. Hl 


to the 5th Ohjection in the Scripture-Loyaliſt, and the anſwer to it, 


and he will find a larger reply to W 10 queſtions about praying for 


civil rulers. 


. 53. Is it not ee to make the Engliſh Pretitical 
hierarchy, one of our national ſins and ſteps cf defection, as Seceders 


do; and yet. to own and approve of the conſtitutions of. thoſe 
Parliaments in Evgland and Ir Fang, which lab and lypport ä 


that hierarchy 2” 


A. Seceders have as ack common ſenſe; ' as to d Mtinguih he. 


tween the good, and the bad things i in the conſtitution. So far as 
they know the good things in the. conttitution, they with to be 


thankful for them; and ſo far as they know the evil things in it. they 


reckon them national ſins, and pray for the reformation of them. 


e, Does Chriſt intercede in heaven for ſucceſs to his ene · 


mies. in their ſtated oppoſition to his intereſt. kingdom and glory: * 


A. Paſſing the groſs. impropriety of mentioning the inte rceſſion ö 
5 of Chriſt here, we obſerve, that the queſtion imports two things: 


That - the Britiſh magiſtrates are ſtated enemies to the kingdom 

5 Chriſt. 

10 iccels to them in their. ated oppoſition to the kingdom of Chriſt. 

Both theſe are fruits of a ſlandering waupget and a denial of chem 
ply to the query. 8 

„ 55. Is it Pöllible to maintain the perpetual en . 


tion of the, Covenants, and, at the ſame. time, maintain the lawful. 
- nels of a Prelatical Government, abjured in theſe Covenants??. . 
E. Seceders never maintained the lau fulneſs of Prelacy in Church 
5 poſſible for them, to maintain the N 5 

petunl binding NI eq of the Covenants. * 


or State; and ſo it is very 


. 


s it honeſt and faithful EF" $a 0 ſwear a 


„. 86,—68. 


. a eee in form and ſubſtance from our ſolemn: Covenants, and 
+. Faule the people believes it contains the' al/ of our Covenants? ie 
 <oniiſtent! to „ as Seceders * that the Covenatits as Sy ag 

; 546 #496 bur 8 by . 
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Let the reader look back 


2. That Seceders pray, or intercede with God, for 
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pid a” 


dinding upon poſterity-; and yet to ſay, the „reer ene 5M 


of thele Covenants were faulty, in blending” civil and*ecclefiaſtic 1 


matters in the Oath of the Covenants? Is it honeſt dealing in 


Seceders, to keep out of their Bond, that obligation ia the Solemn 
League, viz. Againſt our common enemies > Allo,” that obligation to 
endeavour to bring the Churches in the three kingdoms to the 


neareſt conjunction and uniformity in religion, Confeſſion of Faith, 
Form of Church Government: Directory for Worſhip, and Cate- 


5 chiſing? Is it honeſty to keep out of your Seceding Bond theſt 


words in the Solemn League, b E Without reſpeds of perſons, 


« endeavour the extirpation of 'Prelacy ;” and ſubſtituts in che 


room thereof, theſe words, viz Teſtify apuinſt Popery and P- wa 
1s ic honeſty. to keep out of your Bord: the e and fourth articles 


in the Solemn League; and yet ſay, they are morally binding: 


Is it honeſty to keep out of your Seceding d theſe words in the 


fifth article in the 'Solemn League, vi: Thar juſtice may he 


< done on the wilful oppoſers thereof in manner expreſſed in the 
« preceding article:“ and almoſt the whole of the ſixty article, 
together with a material paragraph in the concluſion of the Solemn 
League? Was not the Seceders Bond, a burying a Covenanted 


Reformation, in as much as they paſs by the National Covenarits, 


as renewed in the year 1638; and the Solemn' League and Code. 


nant, as renewed in the year 1648, withoat the Acknowledgenient 
of Sins, and Engagement to Duties; and go back 'tg# the\years || 
Did our 
„in the 
year 1638, mutilate and cut off the ſubſtance of the Nationa} Cove 


1588, and 1581, as the model of their covenanti 


0 
anceſtors, who renewed the Nationil Covenant by à Bon 


nant, as Seceders have done, in cutting off a very great part of the 
ſubſtanks: of both National and Solemn League, in the mitking of 


their new Bond? What is the reaſon Seceders in their new Bond 6 4 
have not given the king's majeſty a place in it, ſeeing” thiey'eal} thts © 


— 


preſent Government a lau fu preceptive Govermnent! a 


Government · no reaſon to fuſpe& and call in queſtion the lchalty f 
Seceders, ſeeing, they have excluded his Majeſty, and kis intereſt, 
out of their . which was not the practice of honoſt/ foul 15 
Covenanters in the former period? If you ſay; thats would 5 1 


blending of civil and religious matters in the oatly of x 


4 akk;. if there is no blending of civil and religious matter "yy wie 1 
Moral Law, in the Bible, and in the ſermons and prayers of Seceders, 
: and; oO they art not rejected for the ſame reaſon? Do different 1 


times and circumſtanees alter the nature of fin and duty; trth and by 


91. 3 & 


1 
8 
be 


error, ſo as that we may change the nature andfubſtance oft Cove- "ol 
. Hants, which' we call morally binding to the lateſt poſterity ; W 's 4 
e eee. wars and ont the nature and Cabitanee of bene 3 
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r of i incurring the penalty * to covenant-breakers, 
When they ſhall appear before the tribunal of Chriſt, and have the 
* of their hearts diſcloſed? ? 

A. Every intelligent reader will eaſily ſee, that theſe Thirteen 


Suppoſing but not granting, that the way of covenanting a 

4 wrong, yet it militates nothing againſt their principles 
about Civil Government. My Newton may as well conclude from 
the faults of - profeſſors, that the Chriſtian religion is a cunningly 
- deviſed fable Seceders have kept out of their Bond ſome paſſages 
of the National, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, and from 
this the queriſt jnfers, that they are diſhoneſt, and have buried a 
Covenanted Reformation; that they are diſloyal to Government, 
and oovenant · breakers. His reaſoning againſt Seceders would have 
been juſt as concluſive, if he had ſaid, they have rejected the whole 
Bible berauſt they have not taken it into their Bond. The ſum of 
whs covenanting is this: An avouching the Lord to be our 
; and, in his ſtrength, to walk in all his commandments and 
ordinances blameleſs. According to this view of covenanting, 
Seceders have taken the king's intereſt into their Bond, and the 
"intereſt of every man, with whom they a are connected, by the ties 


ef nature, of gratitude, or of grace. 
„6g. What is the reaſon that in your © Ad ad Tuba wen 


teſtify ſo fully againſt the corruptions and defections of the Revo- 
1 * — are ſo partial in teſtiſying againſt the Revolution 
you call yourſelves wi for the whole of the 
— eformation, whica was not only a Church, bur alſo 2 
Se Reformation??? 
A. Suppoſing, but not granting, that the Teſtimony of denden 
is partial, yet this partiality is no proof, that Wee ann about 


. Government are antiſcriptural. 


* 70. Do you think that the Act of Claſſes i in che a 
iod, excluding men diſaffected, and enemies to a Covenanted _ 
orwation, from all places of power and truſt, was a bad nd 
2 ſhovld-never again be put in practice 2 ?? Dy 
A This is materially the ſame wich the 33d Queſtion, whick's was 
| formorly-anfwered.. Seceders never taught, as this queſtion in- 
ſinuates, chat enemies 10 a Covenanted | eformation thould os 
Tie al poorer: and truſt 2? ? 

„Ne. Did you ſecede manthn Revolution Church? Or 
A pen oni ſecede from à corrupt party in bat Church, on account 
_ of de Ions following the r ſettlement? ls it juſt 
A dul te ſecede from the Revolution Church, and cleave to the 
State, when, in the Acts to the National Covenant, 


enemies, and both ſtand and fall together? 


neither by the conſtitution, nor by uſurpation, as we hae: 
ſhewed., I am ſorry to find Zealous profeſſors, follow 


| 2 Covenanted Reformation, to call ſuch powers the 
and of the mildeſt adminiſtration?ꝰ 


| * 6 . 
Worſhip of che Houſe of God, have common friends and , 


A. Seceders are blamed here for ſeceding from the: 


Church, and for cleaving to the Revolution State. And what pretept 
of the divine Law have they broken in doing ſo? Is a — 


from the State neceſſarily connected with a ſeceſſion from the Church 
No indeed. As we formerly obſerved, when any of the Herbs 
in the Roman empire embraced the Chriſtian rel ion, they idropt 
all religious connexion with the Pagan prieſts. Az their idolatrous 
worſhip, and joined themſelves to the Church of Chriſt; but they 
{till continued to be dutiful ſubjects in the State. The Reformed: _ 
Brethern are cleaving as much to the Revolution State, as Seceders 
are; that is, they are, in reality, as ſubject to the powers that be 


as Seceders are, whatever they pretend to the contrary; They we 


not. and cannot. reduce to practice, one jor or tittle of their 
ciples about civil government, except their en to: x pray for 
kings, and for all who are in authority. 

N. 73, 74 Is the king, at preſent, a header 


34 4 


the Churches in his dominions, having that power by the ati 


tion? Is the robbing the Son of God of his crown-rights mp ure 
prerogatives, and the Church of her nights and priv! == 
powers, no juſt grounds for Chriſtians to reject and fown their | 
An unmannerly, and zbominable Ane is dean 
the king here. The Britiſh king hath no fupremacy in the ol 


civil authority?“ 


of them, who are pre ſumptuous, and ſelf. willed,: who deſpiſe 
. and ſpeak evil of dignities. 1 25 785 oy 


„ 75 ls it faithfulneſs, or flattery, in 2 


4. If che preſent civil powers were not of the mildeſt admit - 
ſtration, they would never allow a part of their ſubjects to paſewith 


impunity, who revile them from the preſs, and load them- wick the 


odious characters of lions, foxes, devils, and of robbing. the Son of ' 


God of his crown-rights and royal prerogatives. T 3 7 


of civil rulers is not the fruit of the Spirit, which is in a 


but che fruit of a blind, and indifcreer zeal, a zeal like! . ae of »Þ 


Toll which hath: fervent heat but no ligt. 


g. 76, 77 What way is it that the 1 ſhe Ct N Fs 
1 tically maintaining and defending che he Confeſſion. of Faith ank 
EE . aſſerted in one vf your prints on covenanting? How d 1-8 
Fou prove that the magiſtrate cannot hurt us in 1 my. 
IN 2225 Fe an. us in our e rights, as 5 517 in 1 BI 
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8 8 Ws ahe e PE, 4 e nh oy i premiſes 20 
4 ſwears, that he will, to the utmoſt cf power, preſerve the 
13 Det religion, and Pre ſbyterian Chinch government in 
1 Scotland *. Fhipmathicis: a political defence of x. Confeſfion . 
| Faith andCovertants: "Whether the doctr ine taught in a print o 
coyenatiting be true or falſe, that the defence of our civil, includes 
2 defeat af our religious rights, yet one, chirig is certain, that the 
bes" derten dul Goyernmeor i neither hurting us nor 2 nor in 
dur · religious privileges. 
7s If the Chriftian A ne has no e to 3 8 
: the profeſſion of the true religion upon his ſubjects, as you ſay in 
another print: Falk, if he has any pawer 26 punilly atheiſm, N 
dlaſpbemy and Sabbath - breaking?“ 
ee allow the Chrittian- magiltrate. all hay power wo. 
| vices, wich the word of God allows him, and no more 
1 2 79. W hat is the reaſon Seceders will not ſwear the 59 
Is > being, which are a feſſeru of loyalty. to the preſent rulers, when 
they ca theſe rulers law ful, Scriptural, and thebeſtof governments? 
29 As far as I know, Seceders have no ſcruple to ſwear᷑ a lawful 
coSath to the preſent rulers, W when they have 2 call. A lawfol 
„bath, being impoſed by Jaful. d ought to be taken. Is 
ain to refuſe an oath touching any thiog that is good ant 
i „ en, en mpoſed by lawful authority.” * - 
'Y 2 8 $0: Ae qualifications-are ar taht Wo being, EE 
but tothe well. being and uſefulneſs of the: magiſtrate's office, as 
SVesedets ſay;;-I afk, if tbe preſent magiſtrates have thoſe alte. : 
1 | tions, and are uſeful, or want them, and are: uſeleßs? 
5 n of parents, and of maſters, is magiſtraty in 3 
1 mis ature ; and if Scriptural qualifications were eſſential to the 
being of aurhority” over children, and ler vants, there would be no 
82 paternal, nor magjſterial authority, in the Heathen, and: very. little 
in the Chriſtian world. The Reforined Preſpytery will neter be 
able to prope, that there is a ſpeciic Irene ove between domeſtic, 
du magiſtratical authority. $1.4 he form, and ſtate of government, 
Alhatli doen ſubject} to change, 2 aud variation amonglt all nations, 
but eſpecially amongſt the Jews, Where theſe: changes e 
i <1 abfervable'} At firſt, the fathers of their ſeveral families, and 
8 their fillt · born after them; enen all Kind of government, 
3 &«, bath eccleſiaſtical, ard eivik being both kings and prieſts, in their 
4 own houſes. They had ph wer over their ow families, 1 
1 eue ict lout of dborg. <ſmherit, and to puniſ with death, . 
| - *appearb by theſe ckamples f Noa toward Ham, Gen ix . 
82 of Abraham toward Hagan ene, Gen! xi 10 of 2 
„  *\toxjands:Simeon-and; Levi, Gen -xlix. 3. ande Juen towards 
4 | 17 2 Heirehe 8% 4.88 LO BORG £47 bb 3s 2 n. N15 ball? Tamar; 4 
Coafeff. of Faith, chap: 22. ba. „ © © O00 3 5 
. 15 p77 BY e Ws e 9 5 eee „ f 
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ug + Tara, Gen. wexvii. 29. In the days of Mofes, his wht _ 
tive of primogeniture ceaſed; and as Aaron and his poſterny: "27 
© were inveſted with the right, and tit) of prieſts; ſo Moſes, e 8 
<- after him Joſhua; ruled all the people with a kind of moner chic! 
authority. It is true indeed, that, in our own, ond in all 
civilized nations, the authority of magiſtrares is far more extenſive, 
than the authority of parents, and maſters ; but it is as true, that, 
majut, et minus, non variat ſpeciem; that is, a greater, or a-lefs 
antiry of any thing, changes not the nature of it. A fixpence 9 
Art from a talent of ſilver, only in quantity. Domeſtic authority n 
IP fame in kind with the authority of the eivil magytrate, 4 © 
* 2 81. Is it not a hard and paradoxical term of cammunion $1 
for Seceders to bind down mioiſters and private Chriſtizns, to be 
loyal to a government which, the Synad ſays, t has oppoſed, cane 
teadicted; ant overthrown the rn . Dry: eſtabliſhed | © = N 
in this land? ? e 
A. The word of God i is a ſuuleient warrant for dene, 
exclude from their communion all thoſe, who deſpiſe goverumen 
and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities. Qur terms of mag 
munion are no more paradoxical, than theſe enjoined upon the 
Chriſtians at Rome, by an inſpired apoſtle. The magiſtrates, in 
Paul's day, were far worſe, than our magifteares are, even the , 
" Reformed Brethern themſelves being judges. They had put 0 
death the Lord of life; they perſrcuted 155 fallawers ; hey were 7 1 
the ſupporters of erſtition and idolatry, and the 645 of obſtatle in 4 
' the way of the goſpel. Paul bound down miniſters and private - 
— Chriſtians, to be loyal to this government. Let every ſoul he 
| ſubject to the higher powers,” Rom. xiii. 1. Will the Reformed- - 
Preſbytery fay, that this divine injunion contains puns xical en 


' * 

k 8 _ 
cpm nion ? 1 4 
4 80 1 185 1 - 6 2 } 
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2. Ie k lawful. to debar and. excommunicare © ro Lihe © wy 2 a 

table of the Lord, all thoſe at are not loyal to 3 Sees wo 

185 Exaſtian” government?” 3 E wee 15 x 
'- - * n anſwer to this en it the following ige, 1 


1. tis lawful. to debar from the table of the Lord, all thoſe. Was” 8 ; 
Vill not ſubmit themſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lene 
owe 8 Whether it de to the king as e n van 


2 * '* Gotm: ro's Vole ind Aston p. 1 160 ? 2 TER on b e ot] "uh 
= a Wes Anſwers. to Mr. Fairn 's Reaſons Lon wes "have, mentined 4”. | 
variety of evils, in the ſettlement of religion atathe. Revolution: Rut it baths , 
_eſcaped my obſcrvatian, i the $yaod hath faid, ** That the. 2 e Ly Þ.: 
went bath oppoſed, contradicted, nd overthrawn the chigen Kefoi matior "8 | 3 1 
once <ftabliſhed in this land. ers coude, 700 de lhre do Veplore wil 
| the evils of our conſtitution; but, at the ſame time, they mu acknowledge 5 1 
dis the praile and glory of God, That ſych ſecurity in given, by the 1 - 
a 2 civit Government, unto pur & ke” a dom ES as nd the! 7 
v on esrth £23078 th Uke.“ '* An e 5 Aa uy, 9 
Di 22 Ac wt - e TAP pen 2 75 if 5 2 
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| goſpel”) 


8 3 words of an antagoniſt, when broug rguments 1K Rim, 
Fairly quoted, and the page pointed out where they are to be found, 
Mx Newton, ata writer, has manifeſted no meaſure of this Chriſtian candour, 


* 


An the ath 
_ things are fz 


_ 


)) 0 
ac unto them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil- doërs, 
anch for the praiſe of them that do well. 2, The preſent civil 
government is not Eraſtian; that is, it hath no power by the con- 
eg nor by uſurpation, to model the government of the 
Church, as it pleaſes, as we have already ſeen. Seceders are as 
inimical to Prelatic church- government, as the Reformed Brethren 
are ; and as to 4 Prelatic civil government, they know no ſuch 
government on the face of the earth. A Prelatic civil govern- 
ment is a folecilin, a great impropriety of ſpeech. Seceders have 
fome notion of monarchical, ritto 


ment: and they carmot ſee a warrant in the word of God to diſown 
the authority of the king, becauſe he is a member of the Church of 


England, the government of which is Epiſcopal. 


4 " 


„ 83. If the preſent government be a lawful government, 


» 


according to Scripture, what is the reaſon the “ nation cannot 
proſper under it, nor be enriched with the bleſſings of the goſpel, 


ment has theſe tour grapes growing upon it?“ 


as the Synod aſſerts? I would gladly know how a Scriptural govern- 
A. f we may believe the catechilt, Seceders are very unfriendly 


to the government. The Synod has afferted, that the nation 

cannot prof) r under it, nor be enriched with the bleſſings of the 
But ſuppoſing the Synod to have ſaid, that the nation 

cannot proſper. under the prefent government, the Reformed 
Brethern have no reaſon to be angry at this ſaying, for a ſpeaking 
evil of government. ſeems to be a favourite article in their own 

reed. Mr Newton would gladly know how a Scriptural govern- 


nt. 


a 


d The nation cannot- profper under it, nor be epriched with the 
© bleſſings of the Goſpel,” is not the ſaying of the Aſſociate Synod, con- 
_ berning the preſent Government, 'ſo far as I am acquainted- with their 

- favings., The Alociate Preſbytery, in their Anſwers to Mr Nairn's Reaſons 
of Proteſt, have faid, p. 46 It is peculiarly incumbent upon every Civil 
State. whereinto Chriſtianity is introduced, to ſtudy, avd bring to paſs, 
0 that Civil Goyerument among them,—run in an agreeableneſs to the 
_ & word of God. otherwiſe they cannot truly proſper in their civil 
11 concerns, nor be enriched by the bleflings of the Goſpel. The Preſby- 


zery hath taught here. that it is the duty of Chriſtians, to walk bythe word 
pt God as their rule, in the erection of Civil Government among them, and 


4 that it. is dangerons to do otherwiſe ;: but they do nat ſay, “ The nation 
. cannot praſper under the-preſeat Gayernment, nor be'enriched with the 


* dieflings of the Goſpel.” . Cbriſtian candovr require, that 


14 his querſes , W 78, The Synod hath faid this, and that, 
er thin | 
id, in the beft way he can; and para 
mined, they appear to be ſpurious brats, laid down at 


— 


-. and unmanly, to curtail, mangle and miſrepreſent, the words of an apponent; 6 
it is a mark of cowardice, and ue ſmall indication of a bad cauſe? oo 


* 4 — 
* 4 
a 
# R 


4 R 


| e n na tocratical, and democratical civil 
government; but they know nothing of a Prelatic civil. govern- 


ought as arguments againſt Kim, he . 


3 but his reader is left to find out where ſuch sud fen 
are found, and exa- 

| e door of the Synod, | 
duch the interrogator himſelf is found to be their true father. It is nnfaic, 


Chriſtianity in Great Britian, to this day. And hor unto dur 


King's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the vivers-of unter: he 3 } 
turneth it whetherfoever he will.“ We cannot mention & tate g. 


in Great Britain, have 5 an hedge to the vineyard of Chri 


e teſtant religion? They wilktell you, What is an Hanoverian better 


% But Proteſtants 


* loſs of that kingdom the Proteſtant religion was lot there: and 


t * 1 
ment has four grapes growing upon it? Had he read his "ry 


with due care, he would have known this without the teaching of 
Sereders. Grapes of gall, and bitter cluſters, have been bivug he 


forth under the beſt government. God himſelf was King os 


Ifrael, from the time of their coming out of Egypt, io the days of 
Saul, and how many four grapes did that people bring forth during 


chat long period + How” oft did they provoke him iim the wilder- 


neſs, and prieve him in the defart? Lea, they turned back and 
tempted God, and limited the holy one of Epaet. And when they 
were ſettled in the land of Canaany they brought forth ſour 
grapes, . tho? bleſſec with the beſt of external privileges. God 
fenced his vineyard, and gathered out the ſtonès thereof, and plant- 
ed it with the choiceſt vine, and built a tower in the midiyof It; : 
and alſo made a wine-preſs therein: and he looked that it mould | 
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. ( 

4 84 you think the preſent civil rn are nurſing | 
Fathers to the Sth of Chriſt??? ? n. i 8 

A. We do think them ' nurſing aner, = challange Nr: 
Newton, alded by. the Reformed Pretbytery, to prove, 'thatithey © | 
are not. If we ſhould be called flattere is of princes} we muſt ſay; J 
that ſo far as we know, the church of Chriſt harh enjoyed à longer 1 
ſeaſon of external peace and proſperity under the eker real, 
family, than in any former period, keg the! cominencement of | 


kings, but unto the King of ſaints and nations be the glory. Ihe 


rinces in Scotland, or England, nay perliaps in all Europe -- | 
E. done leſs hurt to the ne than theſe of the Hanevetian  _ 
line; nay, they have been nurſing fathers unto her, by deſendüg 
her civil, and ſacred privileges. 72 ar worſe civil rules tha the 5 


The earth has often helped: the woman. Jacob. and his rity / | 
were nurſed for a time; and dwelt, ſafely" in the land of my Wk 
under the government of a Pagan inc. Ts not that averfion "0 
ce to the Hanoverian ſucceſſion an inſatuntion, While ng other way. "I 
4 under heaven appears for our preſervation and'that of the-Proz 2} 


than a Papiſt? What is the difference betwixt con ſubſtantiation 
. and tranſubſtaitiation? Fapiſts and Jacobites have. pre ad this. 
t to honour that. family, ſeeing it is but 
er's father und motfter that Joſt te 
for 2 5 Proteſtant reſigian; with whoſe |} 


« the preſent Ducke 
« kingdom: of» Bohemia 


FORE lh a git &r 54g long 18 bo the Church of 


A c N | 
= « Seelen in a cer forefathers days. FRO we e God's 
giving that amily a kingdom, that Joſt r — r 
. 85, $6. Do you think it pdſlible for magiſtrates — 
** admjniltration, While they: act -agreeable t6 a wicked conſti- 
tution ? Is it not the beſt way to reform a corrupt State or Church | 
to begin at the conſtitutions, When theſe are defective 2 | 
A. Theſe queſtions take it for granted, that the civil Bricih 
eonſtitution is a wicked one; but we have already proved beyond 
all reaſonable contradiQtion, that it js not ſo bad as the querift takes 
it to be. Evil things are in it, and this will be the cafe with all WM 
civil and religious conſtitutions, as long «s the world ſtands. or ar 
| leaſt, till the glory of the latter days come. Good things are in it 
and for theſe | let us be thankful to God, the giver of all (grad. A 
to the corruptions in the cor ſtitution of. Church and State, the 
Reformed Brethren are doing no more for the reformation of * 
than Seceders are doing When Seteders become ſtate ſmen, they 
will be much ms if they ofe oe: al their OE for the 
benen of a wicked conſtitutio nm. 
„N. 87. Is it lawful for — — that the hors world Eh 
overturn all thoſe eonſtitutions in Britain and Ireland, that are 
contrary to his preceptive wills altho? afrecable. to the ws of the 
Nr renni, the-darling of Seceder ?? 
A. Mr Newton ſpeaks hers in the language of Kalten ha ſhall 
come in the laſt days, wi after: their own Jults,, Prayer is 4 
es; - Ginn act of religious worthip, and ſhould be ſpiken of >not with = 
levitzy, but with reverence. and godly fear. Seceders have nd re- 7 
ſpect to the will of the primorr regni. when they pray for the 
reſermation df Church and State, in Britain and Ireland. The 
wel of the primeres regni 1s pot che rule, to direct Seceders in By 
* _ prayer... 2 a more -fure wond of prophecey; whereunto 5 
2 well e ee ee e IE \ 
ny NE 2 
0 ©. 86 Was Here us gelbes a elan nn TEE 
INE coli: avid Leſlie, authors, wenne youn Synod a paper RD 
. pf griquatoes? „ % TT | 
89. Was there a6 dreary; 10 meifarhifalnels in excom. 
 myhicating Mr Nairn ou account of his zeal and faithfulneſs for 3 : 
the ch il part of a'Covenanted Reformation??? ??? 1 
1 2. 98. Whete was your rule and t for taſting r 
* your Church by encommunicaton, Meſſrs. Marthall and Calbert- 
don, who, never were menibers of your. Church? Had you not as - 
41 t to excommumieate the Dope of Rooks" 75 1 
| Was the ſinful abuſe of Churchecenfure 8 _ 
I > 2 pots caſes, no uſe wr ar Lord ſaffered you'to draw 0 
"i £ the ſword of exa | 2 
TT” bovels woos 


Eo. eden Body of Divi, Vo: *r. 486; e 
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| of in — R Reformation!” 


{great deal of daſt is chrowt ußon the men, but not à wo 
ſpoken againſt their cauſe. The 


. 


91. Has your abuſe of that vrdifimre brenght no eontenpt 


n ry And is there no -caufe or grognd of comroverly the 15. 
a you for it?? 


, gg. Is nor the Lord's controverſy pur ſulat you; by-divk ig. 
and ſcattering you in his anger, and giving you op t6 Rreng d ly- 


ſions, that you may believe a lie?” 
E « N 94. Is it not a lye tb ſay, that the act of bar bleſſed Land 
aki wg | bread in the Sacrament, is a dumb fig; add tha [you 
ps ing it mould ſtand a eypher in your Bible?' '? 
% 95. Is it lawful for the Synod to cndemq the Revo! 
Church for an act ef mutual forbeuranee ; and yet take the fame 
act themſelves, with reſpect to the Inſtitutibn of the Batrament ! en 
„ s Is there no error, nd blaſphemy in Mr Ra: ** | 
2 If ſo, is there no cenſure to be inſſicted upen Him 
5 97. Is there no fear ef the Bible falling Into ute, | 
and that Clarch falling into Quakeriſm, Who alters, inmovates, and 
cuts off part of the inſtitutionb of the Sacramentꝭ Us 62 x? 
„2 98. If all thoſe' that are reſolved te obltrve the Ls 
N 4 ani thoſe that are to follow the ney/ möde, 8 it iv call. 
are till ro dwelt in communion, L uſle, if your B; 
compactiy built together, or a hoals divided? ? 
—_— ar honſe be Bechel, of Bethaven? * 
Are all thoſe well- meaning fo ls, wiv « 
& er ogra Bond, under a i prove 
| 2 8 ſoleinm Cevenants, thereb o the 
Synod, ane to adopt veefy erronewus dest 1 een ro eh 
12 hoddle?' 1 eee een 
a & oo. Do ven Gad Mr ad ' 
are faithful, honeſt, right conſtivaged! Nene | 
in their violent oppoſition to. and open conitemjit 6f this er 


. The judicious reader will eaſy hs; that delt k t 
Queſtions have not the ſmalleſt re ſpect to the preſent conti 
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queriſt uſes the. wen 
_ defamation here, inſtead of the ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; and libelling, inſtead of. * reaſoning. ' Jeceders 7 
gitilty of ps any, and of abuling churth.cenfiite,—They arc 
be ſtrong deluſions; and in danger of falling into-Quakeri 
ne is a 25 band another a blaſghemec,— Their 'hov 
"Bethel, « houſe of God ; but 'Bethaven, 3 f oy = 

n 


f Erronevins tenete come from their node. I it 
3 12 and er, are not right conflitured.courts.of C 
2 5 they are violent oppolers, and open contemners of the ci gore of 
enanted Reformation. A.defamatory N Dy 


ſatire is 
ee of a deſperate cauſe. If all the articles 
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22 eceders, alot 3 the Refa 
. — and Seceders are d for once. What c 

* * pray you, have the practices of individuals with the ſoundneſs 
3 $a N n principles ? Suppoſe the practice of every 
1 3 e his principles, does that overthrow 
RR. ednet of 

3 60 Mo 55 


" F 4 
' | 
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is cauſe ? The goodneſs. or: badnefs of x 
e W. F nge From the practice of the 
4 c poke + Ade Diſſenters havg/,exiſted | many ſcores of years, 
& profeſſing Chriſtian prigeiꝑles- and they enuſt have been more 
4e than human imperfect. creatutes, had not failings in Chriſtian 
e practices, and in à teſtimony, appeared amongſt them.“ = 
| Secalers could pick jour faults in the. practice of Old Diſſenters, but. 
they are not yet driven ta ſuch a ſorry ſnift, as tu build thoir prin- 
ciples, about civil government upon a dunghill of real, ot of ſuppoſed 
infirmities.... The cauſe. of the-Secyſhon about: civil government. is 
= built on defamatory;ilibele,: nor on Acts of Parliament, which: 


Lord. which liveth, and abideth for ever. Mr. Newton 
nds to be afraid that Seceders will, fall into Quakeriſm, but 
| 5 Fm take bee, leaſt he fall into Deiſm 4 for his reaſoning 


ö | *3 | ' | Fo 
vin y deviſed fable. Ha reply ſhall be returned to the precedin 
HF pet i is expected, that is wiltaboud, not with bold and grau 


langusge, but with words of truth, and ſoberneſs. Provoking, and 


E 5 er ſpeeches, mould. never be uſec as. amour in che: Chriſtian 


are; If man, ſtrive far, maſteries, yet is he not-crowned; 
. no he ſtrive, law ful. May Chriſtians of all r 
3 ly contend: for the faith, which was once delievebed unta 
BY may ahey never uſe any other weapon-ln this holy 
x charts ord Got the Spirit, which.is the word of God. {The 
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